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PREFACE 


The writer of this little book was not satisfied that 
her children should hear nothing but fairy tales and 
the stones of nursery life now so popular But she 
could find nothins else fit to read to tliem There 'ire 
indeed plenty of story hooks drawing their materials 
^Tom history and piofessinff to be ititended for 
ihddren Bui llie> -vre not suited to ^ ery young 
thildrsn They abound in w oTds and ideas which a 
ihild of four or sis years old not only does not under 
»tand, but cannot b* mads to understand The writer 
however, believed that it was quite possible to piU 
portions o* Livy and Plutarch into language which 
should need little or no explanation even to children 
of that age She accordingly made the experiment 
Oae story after another uas written and read to her 
little boys Whenever she discovered that a word or 
idea was iiniiitelhgjble to them she took pamc to 
bimplify U She found that they thoroughly enjoyed 
these old tales from Roman history and liked to hear 
them repeated again and again She has thought 
therefore, thnt if published they might perhaps supply 
a want that may have been felt by other parents 
It VMS necessary that the stones should be such as 
would interest little children But the writer has also 
selected them with a view to illustrate the two sent! 
ments most characteristic of Romao macncr8>-duty to 
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parents an<l dnt> lo toHnirj ^he ha* moreover tried 
to intlicnte that the latter of these sentiments tool 
precedence of the former A health} mor il lesson is 
thus convcsed vvhile at the same time the most 
ussentnl feature of the koman civilintion is 
impressed <»n the memorj 

Prohahlv no one will ht. f<niiu{ to raise the dull 
objection that man} of these tales ire not strictl} inie 
Bein^ tj pical of Roman manners the} are true in a 
more real sense than man} a uell attested but less 
charactenstK. fact Pht* undoubtedly helped to create 
in R<»mans those sinues which tlies professed to 
record To the young lye and to older pert,ons it is 
more important to have heard that Brutus beheaded 
hia sons and that Mucius thrust hi-v hand into the flame 
than to be acquainted with the moat approved theories 
as to the origin of the Plebs or the functions of the 
three Comitia ^laj it be long before these old 
legends are banished from Roman histor} i" the 
name of a pedantic and unprofitable accurac} ' 
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I 

THE HUILUING OP KO.Mi: 

Piipkin once reigneii m« tov\ii called Albi »i ItaU 
a king whose name «n5» NuniiKT He had n brolhei 
called Amuluu, who wa<? « i»rowd \nd wicked man. 
nul could not bear that his elder brother should be 
kinj; o\er him So Amulitiv plotted affamst liis 
hroliier He got t(»gether a number ot men who 
were fts bid md cruel ns himseit. and ilit\ attacked 
Nutnuor and droie him from his tin one md made 
Ainuluis king m liib stead Thec look the sons ol 
Numitor, and Ills daughter Rhc i Sihia, and killed 
them Then Aniulms seized the two little sons yf 
Rhea bihla, who were still onlj babies, he ga\e 
them to his soldieis, and told ihcm in throw th^ 
poor little bo>s into the Kher Tiber 

' Then,' thought be, lhe> will be drowned Iherc 
will be none of my brother’s children left to trouble 
me, and I ihall be ktng all my life 

The coldiers took the two b ibies in then cradle 
lying side by side fast asleep, 'md earned them to the 
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Non, there had been a great deal of ram, and the 
Tiber had o\erfloned it*. banVs so that the men 
could not put the children m the deep part of the 
nver^-but~ onlj at the edge, «here the water was 
shallow Houever, the\ thought that the> would 
have obejed the orders of Amulius if thev left the 
little bo>s there So they put the cradle dovvo in the 
water, and went aw iy 

But the sun was shmiog, and the waters were sink 
ing fast soon the dry land began to show itself the 
cradle stood still, and the waters left it on the bank 
and ran back into their bed 

Tnere lived not far from the Tiber a sbeph'rd 
whose name was Faustolus He was walking the 
sid^ of the river when he saw a cradle King under a 
fi? tree and beside the cradle stood a great she v olf 
F «islulu-» was vco much astoni-.hed and ran fiuii.kb 
to see what this might mean U hen he got near, he 
saw that in the erndlewere two beautiful little babi 
1 .J-. md the wolf ''O'* feeding tb“ n with her milk 
just -ns If Ibej hwl bet n her own nltk ones Bat when 
sh • siw raustulu*. sne iKd ivn\ into the woods and 
he tojk the duUIrcn nnd car-ivU *1 cm home to his 
V iis So these iw«i kind |k?ji«ic loved the 1m>>s mi I 
In night them up Iikc tJitir own »• ms 
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that man> > oung mtii trom the coualO round came to 
them and jojned ihetr expeditions and ot these Romu 
lu^j and Remus were always the chiefs and leaders 
Faustulu^ had heard that two grandsons of the king 
had been thrown ituo the Tiber and he guessed that 
these must be the bojshehad found When Numi 
tor their old grandfather, heard of these tw o j oung 
men he too thought the> must be his daughter s sons 
Then Romulus and Remus took their friends and com 
panions y.ith them and went to Alba They attacked 
Ring Amuluis and killed him When Jsumitor heaid 
of what had happened he called the Alban nobles 
together and told them of all the w rongs he had borne 
from his brother, and all the stoij of his grandsons 
While be was still speaking the two brothers inarched 
with their followers into the midst of the assembly 
and they haded their grandfather as King of Alba 
to the great jo> of all the Alban people 
Now Romulus and Remus were not content to sia\ 
at Alba w ith their old grandfather but they deter 
mined to build a new city lor themseh es They made 
up then minds that this new citj should be near the 
Riier Tiber on the spot where the> were found bj 
Faustiilus when thej were little babies So thej took 
their companions with them and went to that p’ace 
There was still growing the fig tree under which their 
cradle had lain and the> resolved that they would 
build their walls there and leave llie fig tree standing 
in the midst f or hundreds of years afterw ards the 
fig tree was to be «ieen standing in one of the rhtef 
streets of Rome 
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ITic wrflls were «o«in be^iii but while the^ »ert 
bandme, the two xoun? men lieijan to quaireJ 
Remus spoIlc 5C»DrnmIl^ to fjivbmrherand laughed at 
him, a''d jumped over the wall tJiac Romulus had just 
began to raise Komulusua^ sers angr} am! in his 
rage he Mrue». hts brother asd kHled Inni 

Thns be became the onh leader and kinj. He 
tnished buiVJinjj the citj whicli he called Home after 
his own name He ruled it fo- masv jears, and utter 
his dea*h the Romans xxo'^shippe*! htm as a got! 


\\ 


iHb noRMll ANU HIE LURIAIII 

K thi. rn^n ut K.m„ liilliis Ho<>tilius ilit.it. u ts i 
tjmrrel between tlic ptt i>le of Rome \nd the people 
of Alb I The Romms md the Allnns were ^enenll> 
verj fnemlK t) e-ieh other Ihex were of the s'tme 
ncc their w i\ of httng w »s the sinie and the> 
spoVe the s ime hnginge St me of the Ronnns hid 
rntmed Albtn women rntd some of the Albans had 
mimed Romm women so thit c ich j eople hid 
fnends md relatiens n the other tow n 

Rwt noss t.hete ssis v twwrel hetsseen v\\cm ind the 
Romii irmv with Kin^ rii1iu> it its lieid mirched 
out to meet the AUnm* who were tomminded b\ 
their Dictiior Mettu«» I wfetiws 

A hen the irniics eime iicii together the Albm 
Dictator sent i messenger t King Tnllus The 
messenger came to the Roman irm> and was led 
before the Ling who was preparing himself for the 
battle 

Now Tillius vas i braxe warrior he was >oung 
and strong and eager to win glory mwar but still 
he was wise and he did not refuse to listen to the 
message o! Meltius 

O Tulliis said the iTif«Henger I um sent to jou 
by the Dictator of the Albans He bids m« tell you, 
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that >t wiJI be much lor the good of Rome js well a 
tor the good of Alba if yon uill tome out m tront of 
>our arm> and with him before the iighl 

begins 

Tullus ai.reed lo do aj» Metliu^ 4!>ked The two 
armies took their places and all made read) for 
battle- and then Mctun^ nnd Tullus followed b> 
vimeof their nobles adt^nced midwa> between the 
irmies aud Mcttius >.poke these words — 

Hear me king Tullus and jou nobles of Rome 
It seems to me that the onl> cause of our quarrel «« 
tint we know not whether Rome or Alba is the 
stronger and which town shall be the master of the 
other Can we not decide this m some other waj 
than bj the death of all the bra\e men who must be 
slain if we begin to light ^ 

The thought pleased King Tullus ind after consult 
mg together the) fixed upon a plan It was agreed 
that three Romans should fight against three Albansi 
and that if the Romans conquered Rome should 
gcwem Alba but if the Albans were Mctorious then 
Alba should go\ erii Rome 

It happened that in the Roman army there were 
three brothers called Horatius all strong men and 
brave soldiers They were the sons of an old Roman 
named Pubhus Moratms who had taught them as 
Roman fathers m those days taught their sons that 
they ought to be ready to die for the good of their 
people and their dear city of Rome That was the 
hrst duty of every Roman and you shall hear how the 
Horatii kept their father s sayings 
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The Roman arm> felt that thej could choose no 
better champions than the^e three brothera And the 
Hontu proudb and gladly agreed to fight and eaclf 
in his heart resohed to do his very best to sa\ehia 
coimtr> from "being subject to Alba 

Now in the Alban array there Mere also three 
broUieia whose name v\ as Cuciatius They too were 
good soldiers and their countrj men chose them to 
fight for Alba These three brothers were friends 
of the Horalit such dear friends that one of them 
had promised to marT> the sister of Horatuis 
But the> loved their town of Alba and like the 
Romans the\ felt that they must lose their own lives 
or taVe those of iheir friends for the sake of then 
countrj 

When the Roman king and the Alban Dictator had 
piomised solemnly that Rome md Alba should keep 
the agreement the three brothers on e icli side took 
their weapons ind m irche<l out between the two 
armies The soldiers of both towns sat dow n on each 
side to w atch the fight witfi anxious hearts knowing 
that the fate of their coiintr\ depended on the LOiiragc 
aud skill of those few men 

At first the battle seemel son equal lor the si\ 
were all good soldieis an 1 till of braier\ their 
hearts v\ere set rn winning the siotorj ncl thej were 
not thinking of the wounds i death that the\ might 
suffer in the struggl'* But xjon it seemed that the 
Albans were getting the better for tw o of the Romans 
were killed but th* Albans were all w sunded The 
Alban armj shouted for joj thei thought then 



^TOfcir^ rjiav nil iti*ToH\ or homi 

\i>.*ur> ujftwoii IN 0i»> •»!« Ilic thfcr Ctirsiilii 
r« iinil the one {lor'iiiutuhi ^ >iill itn c jn I iinhi n 
*Uiit cnr> (i( nnjer )>roLc fft*m Knmnv whers 
(t c\ «au tlidr h*t (.hampi m turn nml fr» in fii« 
tnrjnieN 

SliiniL iji) i!ie ihcj tritil fjie nitiK 

nj HfintiiiN {i iliicf ttrO for Ctrl n-llcf 1 1 I kI i!i* il 
;.J hiownI) drtin.; hN «Jut> likt l»*'« hrewher** 

Hit thex K xiti N'lxv ihit Iforatn.^ xxux nt> it>\v <ril 
nmt tint hh Af^hl x» <ml} n xx *>) to xtinratc tht three 
.MfnijN x\h * nil xxc iiM hn\c Ixrn trorc ih in 

<<) uintxh (or him Hnrntiun Incxx thit till tlic Lmntii 
xxerc xxtivimUil lie flctl llic> followed him onl 
noon the tine xxhti xxih Icnn xxiiiimiccl t init uj> to him 
Htintm^ turned inntdutl) toattnckhini The comhil 
lx in fierce nndlistt<l for aonie tune thcRominnnil 
Alliin ifrtden eicerlj wnthetl Iht txxu ehnniplons 
nnd tlic txxo ether Ciirniit incil hnrtl to reicli thiir 
lirothtf to help him Hit ihev xxerc xxtiimkd nnd 
*. wild not rnoxc fist rtnd befx re thc> could ct^me ui> 
tlie> Rixv their hroihcr full Std! thej tame forxxaid 
the one xxhu xxiin lemt xxotmxlti! histened lui un<l 
Moriliim jox fill xxith hja xi<ior> ntcjiptd out to lutti 
hull The Albin blectliiv end out of bre ilh xx ith the 
liaste lie hn 1 m i K h ul ii *ch met xxith tlic corejueror 
ind the ilurxl br llitr <irii,(;iiic limiNclf on xx ith djfl] 
iidt> jtt xxiih II > thoi]}.ht < I XI line him die 
ind knexx th it he xx is ]cli nU nc 

Then Jlor itnin npr ui^ it rxx ii«| i met I lnni cr> ini. 
i III — 

1.x\< of these brothers haxc diet! bj inx hand 
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Now the third ‘ihall follow them that Rome ma> rule 
over Alba ' 

Having said this he stabbed Curiaiius and so died 
the last of the Alban brothers 
^Yhcn the Romans saw that their enemies weie 
slam they shouted for joj and Mettiiis the Alban 
Dictator tame to King Tullus, and ashed Inm if he 
had an \ commands for him , for he remembered the 
igTcemcni that had been made between them befori 
the fight began Ttilhis told him to take his ann\ 
safely b \c.k to Alba but he said that the Albans roust 
keep themsehes rcadi to help him in war if he 
should w ant them 

So the armies departed to their homes, after having 
I lined the fit e brothers who had fallen The gnt es 
of the two Romans were together those of the 
Albans were separate, m the places where they died 
Hundreds of years afterwards their tombs we-e still 
lo be seen 

Great was the joy m Rome whei news came from 
the camp tint Horatins vtas tictonoiis the people 
decked their houses w ith garlands and hung them w ith 
bright coloured cloths and came in crowds flocking to 
see die brat e man who had saced Rome The arint 
marched m it the gate ot the cUv and in the fiont 
cameHoratnis cirrtugin his hinds ihe swords of 
ihe three Cnrntn iml weiring cm his shoulders the 
mantle that one « t them had w»>in And the yieoplc 
cried to the gods lo bless ihetr champion and the 
uomcn threw flowers md laurel b nighs cn his helmet 
ind undei his feet as he went along 
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But tlicre one pcisori in lionie uhose heart 
wab sad thtt da> and that was the bitter of Horatiub 
when she heaid that her brothc.r had 1 illecl the min 
who was in a little while to line been her hiibband 
In her grief and despair she ran out to meet Horatius 
with her head uncovered and her hair loose on her 
^houlders and when she met h»n she s-aw that he 
was we inng the mantle that she licrself had einbroid 
cred and given to Curiatius then m a voice of 
soiruw she called out the mine of Cunaiuis and told 
Hoiatms that lie was a tnitl brother to lu-i because 
he had Villed the man she loved so well 
The words she said made Horatius veij atigrj 
\Miot cned he do \ ou forget j our tw o brothers 
who are dead and jour biother who is still nine and 
vour country which I have dm daj svved t 

llien in his lagc ho drew his sword ind stabbed 
his Sister to the heart so that she died saying — 

So maj It be done to every maid who is a Roman 
and vieeps for the death of an enemj ' 

The people of Koine were verj much shocked at 
what Horatius had done and they took him and led 
him before the king who then spoke to the people 
and said — 

I will choose two judges to judge this man and 
to say wliat shall be done to him 
And so he did Then the judges said that Horatius 
must be slam But he cned out and said — 

Let me be tried by the whole people and let them 
say if I deserve to be punished 
bo the king called the people to meet together to 
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tr> Horatms for haMnji killed hts sister And when 
the people were issembled Horatms came before 
them ind with him was Ins old father Publius 
Horatms 

In Rome a f ither was ablt, to do iis he pltasccl w ith 
his son c\cn after the son had grown up to be a 
man — lie conlcl sell him is isla\e or put him to 
death or punish him in an> waj he chose but 
Publius Horalius did not wish to gi\e Ins son a severe 
punishment for he thought that his daughter deserved 
to die The father and the son were of the same 
temper*— the> loved their comUT> better than the\ 
loved their famiU 

The old man stood up before the people and spoke 
to them 

Mv daughter said he has been rightly pumahed 
for she forgot her duty and loved a stranger bettei 
than she loved Rome Do not lake away from me 
my last child but remember that 1 have already lost 
two brave sons who died in battle for their country 
Then be threw one arm round his son and pointing 
with the other hand to the armour and weapons of the 
Cunatii which had been bung up on a pillai in the 
open square where the people were met — 

O Romans he tried could \ ou bear to see this 
\oiing man die shamefully whom you saw a little 
while ago marching as a victoi through the streets of. 
Rome ^ Would \ on chain these hands w hich hav e jus.1 
won freedom and empire for the Roman people^ 
Where would you kill him ’ Inside the walls where 
VOuseethc spoils and weapons which he won from 
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>our enemies, ur uuthide theuiy in •.ig'ht of the gra^es 
where the Curiatii he burieiJ^ 

The jieople \ert, M>rn to >ec li!*< f iiUer ^ tt irs. and 
were Mirpns-rt that Huratiti> htmself showed no fe ir 
of death the> \voi«!ere<l it I ik tourist, ind rtmein 
bered that he h«d stved them from ! tin^ subject*! of 
Alba and tht> s ud — 

We w ill partlon Horatiua betausc he has dtiin. sutli 
cceat thins'* lor the jjoot! tinin of Rtrnie 



in 


BRUIUS \N!> HIS SONS 

Tnt last king uln rcijji»e<l m Rome whs cille<l 
T^rqmn the Proud I he Romans Inted him because 
if his i»ride lud i.rueU\ tnd it I isl his wickedness 
ind the w nakedness of Ins sons enr i^td llit people si 
mxich thii ihej rost igtmst him -xnd dro\ e him nwd 
ill bis farailv nwij from Rome 1 he people rcsoKeil 
that they would nc\er more ln\c i king to goserii 
them but that the\ would choose two of the best and 
hras est nobles of Rome to be tbcir rulers These tw n 
chiefs were called consuls, and thev were to gosern 
the cits foronejear onlv after whiih new lonsnls 
were to be chosen 

The two hrst consuls were Lolhimus Tnrqmnms 
and 1 ucuis 3unius Brutus Both of these men had 
been lenders of the people in dri'ing >ut the king 
Both were relations to 1 arqutn and both had suffereil 
great wrongs from him Lui.ius feared that Tarquin 
would kill hull as he hid killed others of the chief 
men of Rome and for jears he pretended to be st 
stupid ind foolish that the people ga\e him the 
surname of Brutus which means foolish 

But w hen the people of Rome at last rose up against 
the wicked Tarquin Brutus put himself at their head 
and soon showed b> his wise and bra\c conduct that 
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he had been onh acung or pretending to be stnpia 
thc(t he might Ii% c unbanned b}’ the cruel 1 ing 

Tnrqiim for i long time tried bird to get bacL to 
Rome Among the >oung Uoravi nobles ^^erc 
sevenl t\ho Ind iJtcn friends of IIil vourg princes 
nnd uhtj would been glnd to bring the Tfirqums 
back for tilts cartel more for Iheir own iimisements 
than th ir the people should be free Two of these 
\ oiing n( bids were Titns nid Til onus the sons r f 
Hrulus-* 

riitst % oung men met logcthtr one night to talk 
o\er their plans md tlie> %vr<>ie letters to Tarquia 
telling him the% were read> to help Imn and sent 
niessongers to him with the letters iJiit it happened 
that A s] la e named Vinditnis was» in the room where 
they xntt He did not mean to w itch what th-j were 
doing but he saw them come hastilj anlo the room 
wuhaiisious faces and feeling afraid he hid liimself 
hehind a large thesi md so heard all that was 
said 

"When ihcs hadgonc away Vindicius tame out of 
his biding place and was at first greatl> puzzled what 
to do He was afraid to go to the Consul Brutus 
and to tell him that his two sons were plotting to 
bring king 1 arqum back At last he determined that 
he would go to A aRnns atiohle Roman who from 
his great lose for the people was afterwards called 
Poplicola which means the people s friend 

SoA^tndicius went to \alerni5 and told him all 
his stor> Valerius was aerj ntuch astonished and 
ordered that Vmdicius sliould be kept safely m his 
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house \ hile he himself uenl witha^manv armed 
friends nnd sla\ es as he coaid get together m a hurrj , j 
to the house of one of the plotter** The> broke open 
the doors and found the letters to king Tarquin in 
the room of the messenger*; uho had not >et started 
on their }Ourne> 

The consuls sat to judge the people in ilie i'orinpja. 
or market place with their Iictors beside them TIio 
hclors n ere the consuls guards and were armed uitli 
a bundle of sticks or rods in which anaxe was tied 
up and ihcj punished an\ one who was condemned 
b\ the consuls either b> beating him or bj cutting off 
h:s head 

The j oung men were brought before tlic consuls 

hen thej were accused of plotting to bring back 
the king and the letters found b> Valerius were read 
iloud and the storj of the slate \ mdicuis had been 
heard the\ did not dare to sav that thej were not 
guiUy 

The people were sorry for Brutus when they saw 
his sons led before him to be judged and some said — 

Would it not be punishment enough if the young 
men were banished for all their lives from. Rome ? 

Collatmus the second consul shed tears and 
Valerius did not speak a word But Brutus looked 
sternlj on his sons 

Titus and Tibenus he said why do you not 
answer to the accusation these men bring against 
you ? 

Three times he asked them this question but still 
they did not dare to answer a word for they knew 
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thtti iTCfr ctilltj 7n 1 <!ir*crietl to be puni'*1»r4 
Bmtus turned to tin. hctor< 

\oa snilhu mu'*! <!'» dll the nst (hat to be 
d jiie 

So the llCtor^ ^eited the j >nn^ men tied their 
hands behind them \tcM them uith tbeir rod] and 
afterv>ards» cut oif tbetr heads Then Brutus left hi-* 
seat And uenr home to his oun boiite 



IV 


HOW LAKb l^ORSbNNA BLtslt.OLU ROME 

W^UFs K«\2 rtvrqmu \\ Urt\ci\ out of Komt. lie 
went to Llusium m Etriini where rejjjned i jireni 
mil powerful kmc cilleil Por**enna Tarquin 

hoped iliat b\ the help of Porscmn uul his Dinisciii 
llhe^ he imcht be ihle to coiupier the people of Rome 
mil so nnke himself king aettn ho came before 
Pursenna and hccgcil for his help 

Do tiol he saiil allow these Horn ms to banish 
us irom then etu Utmenibcr that kvnc' shoulil be 
ilwajs reaih to help e icli < ihcr for if the ptoples oi 
Ualj sec th It the Komuis cm iln\e un ihetr kinj. 
without bemc puni'*hcd for n thej too will trj to get 
nil ol their kinsrs tor a‘l men loie freedom 

Porsenm listened l all tli it T irquin s ud He was 
sorrj for the old mm wh' had been obliged to flj 
from his kingdom and he promised to help liun He 
collecte I a great irm\ md icimpimedbv Tarquin 
md his sons marehed towards Kome hiping to be 
ible to take it it nee This he oi uld lu t do because 
the bra\e Horatms Lo les detended the bridge oier 
the Tiber md sc ga\e the Romans time to cut it 
down 

When Porsenn i tound that he tould ik i take Rome 
at once as he had hoped he determined to besiege the 
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tU> ihHi u to tncnmp Ins anni r< und it an 1 ' atUi 
It uell -jci that no ont <.ould (.tther go in or out 'ind so 
that no food tonld lie broufiht in Ht also gdl ships 
and boats to cuard the River Tibor so that no one 
should i^et into the town ih it wii 

Rorsenna sent hi-, soldiers all round tin. tit> an 1 
tin.) plundered the coimtr} close to the \ alls so tnal 
the people 1 ere oh igcd to dme their llotks of sheep 
tnd herds of cattle inside Rome 
Ore clij the Consul Valeritts ordered that a larce 
fbc«. uf sheep should be drnen o«t of the town and 
Iht Etrusem soldiers henrmc of this came eagerlj 
t<i drive th^rra oT ti tlicir camp Rut Vnlenns laid 
Ills plans well f<.ir he sent the l>ra\c Hernimius and 
spurnis Larttus who had helped Hfiiiiis to defend 
thebridjc cach\viiliat>artj of Romans to hide them 
stives some little w ny outside the » alts i he Ctrus 
cans eame up an 1 were beginning to drive off the 
sheep when ' alerms had the gates of Rome opened 
and marched out to attach them with a strong part> of 
soldiers As soon as Hermimus heard the trumpets 
which were the signal that Valerius had L*gun the 
fight he led his men out of their hiding place and 
charged the Etruscans on the other side The Etrus 
cans would now glad!} have (led awaj but as the> 
tried to go towards their camp SpUniis Lartius and 
his troop met them aod so surrounded and o\er 
powered they were all billed 

But still the siege went on and as there was not 
much food left in the city Porserma began to hope 
that the Romans would soon be obliged to yield 
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There lived m Rome t joung man called Cams 
Mucms who thought it was shameful that the Roman 
people should be besieged now tint thej were 
free 

For said he such a thing never happened to the 
ut> before even when the kings governed U And 
now are we to he kept prisoners within our walls bj 
these Etruscans whom we have so often beaten in 
fight ’ 

So he lesohed that he would trj to force his waj 
into Porsenna a camp and do some great deed there 
He went to the ben »te to isk for leave to go on his 
CNpedition 

Tathers sudhc 1 have a great wish to cross the 
Tiber and get into the cncm> s camp if 1 can not as 
a robber but because 1 wish to do some great deed if 
the gods will allow me 

The benators granted what he asked and Mncius 
set off canying hts sword with him hidden under his 
clothes 

When he arrived in the camp of the Etruscans he 
found I gre it crowd neu the tent of King Porsenna 
for the soldiers were going to receive their paj 
MuciUb saw a man in >plendid girments sitting and 
giving irders and thinking this must be the king he 
rushed up to him and stabbed him But this man w as 
not the king hut ane of his nobles Then the Etrtis 
can soldiers seiied Mucins and dragged him before 
Porsenna 

The king asked the voung man who he was and 
why he had killed the Etruscan ? 
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‘ I am a Roman,' answered Mucius boldly. ' My 
name is Caius Miicius 1 \vi<ihed to kill yon. King 
Porsenna, becaiibC you are the enemy of Rome ; and 
I am not afraid to die since I ha\e not done what J 
meant to do A Roman ought to be able to do and to 
bear great things But I warn >ou, I am not alone . 
for I have many followers who areresolied to kill you 
Vou must lie reads' at all times to fight for your life . 
and see that you have armed men always watching to 
guard >on. Forsse. the >oung men of Rome, declare 
war against you Look here, and see hov^ little 
Romans fear pain 

Ab he spoke he stretched out hib right hand and 
thrust U into the fire that vias burning near the 
king 

Porsenna was greatl) astonished at the brciver> of 
Mucius . he sprang up from his throne, anti bade his 
boldiecs bet the young man free 

• Vou have been more cruel to > ourself, Muuiis, than 
‘o me,' he said ‘ I set you free (Jo home untouched 
and unharmed b> any Etruscan 

‘ Since sou value L<*urace so much, said Miicrus, ‘ I 
will tell >ou what your threats should never have made 
me s>aj Three hundred young Rom.tiib have vowed 
to kill you The first turn w'js mine, but the rest will 
come, one after .mother, until «»rc shall siteveed m 
killing you 

When Porsenna he ird this lie bcgriii to think, though 
he was a brave man. that he cert iinlv would never get 
back to Cliisimn, as someone of these fierve Romans 
would be sure to kill him 
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But Mucius went s ifth b ick to Rome ind after thf* 
time he wns 'ilwnjs c illcil ScTCXoln whiUi meins the 
left hindeO becnii>c his right hand wis burnt 

And Pcrscnn i sent imbisswlors or messengers to 
Rome to offer to mike peice with the Rom ms Ht 
tned to mikc them promise to let the Tirqinns tome 
bick to Rome but thtx would not tonsent to tint 
At last Porsenn i g i\e up dl thoughts ot miking Tir 
qmn king of Rome ig iin md he promised to leid 
Ins inn^ n\i\ if the Romans would give him host 
ages thitis would give him sonic of their own people 
is prisoners so thit he might be quite sure thev 
would keep the peice for feir of whit he might do to 
these prisoners So the Romms give him i number 
of joung bo)s and girls Porsenn i marclied ivviy 
but pitched his camp ngaiii on the binks of the Tiber 
not fir from Rome 

One div when the Romm maidens who were 
Porsen''i s hostiges were wilkmg be«idc the Tiber 
I ne of them whose mine wis Clalii thought how eisv 
It would Ik to get icioss the river iw ij from tlieir 
enemies is Horatuis Codes h i«l done She spoke tu 
the other girls ind bade them do is she did She then 
ViUinged into the water ind sw im isross She was 
soon on the other side followed b\ her compmions 
ind it was not long before ilie> ^e^e ill once more 
with their friends in Rome 

I orsenm w is ver> ingrv \hen he heard tbu the 
Roman maidens hid escaped He sent at om.e to the 
consuls bidding them give him biuk his hostiges oi 
he would not keep the peise The Romans sent the 
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girls back to him for they wished honourably to keep 
the promises they had made Porsenna was so much 
pleased with their honesty and with the courage of 
Clcelia that he set her free and alloiied her to choose 
anj of her companions whom she wished to take back 
with her to Rome 

So peace was made agfatn between the Romans and 
the Etruscans and the Romans so honoured the brai e 
CIcEha tliat they had a statue made of her and placed 
It in one of the chief streets of Rome calledihe Via 
Sacr*! which means the HoJj Street 
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CAlUb MARCIUS AND IIIS MOTHER 

There a noble lad> m Rome named Volunmu, 
whose husband had died, lea\ mg: her with one little 
son who was tailed Cams Marcius Volumnn was 
a hra\e and noble woman, and she spent all her time 
in bringing up her s>on. and in making him what she 
thought a Roman ought to be— liras e and honourable, 
and able to bear toil and hardship And Cams losed 
and honoured her, and made her happy by obeying 
her and trying to please her m csery way But he 
had cl proud and hauglitx temper, and was often fierce 
and oteii cruel to those whom he did not lo\c In 
person he was strong and acme, and from his cluld- 
hood he loied to learn the use of weapons As 
he grew older he practised himself constantly in 
wrestling, racing, and all kinds of manlv games, and 
thus he became so strong and skilful and swift of toot 
that mine of the voung men of Rome could compare 
w ith him 

When Cams was still \ery young he went out to 
war for the first time, when Aulus Postumius led the 
Roman army to fight against the proud King Tarqum, 
and won the great MCtory at the Lake Regillus 
Cams Marems behaved with great bravery in this 
battle, and after the fight was oaer the general gave 
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him » t I utU — tijc row irtl iisuiU) given 

to n soldier \\h I h-Ml »• vMd ttve life of A Roman How 
fc.Jad must "Martuis Invcfcli wjien he came back to 
Rome find met Ins in tlur Tiid Vne" 

was pruvid ^if hci <k i i> »n ' 

I rom this time Maruiis « is liiv os eager to nin 
fame m \vir ani] he was never satisfied vvith what 
he had done hnta!wivs trictl to do more trtd more 
elonons deeds Mt ihniiglit himself most happv 
when he could return to Rome after having fniiglii 
hravcU vnd liclv»t his s^wviU and his triumph il 
garhnds to Ills moihcr lint he might steherjo^ in 
Ills glory 

Vow i war broke ont lieitttcn the Reimans and lie 
\ olscnns and the Consul Coininins led 'tn annj 
iganist a Volscian i<*%\n called Conoii andijesiesed 
It Then leaving part the annv witli Titus Lar 
tills aver> brave oM officer Commiuv went towartia 
Anlitim am ther \ olscian iov\n to meet the Vols no 
irmj While he was gone the men of Corioli tame out 
of their town aiiJ altaekevl a parlv of Romans whr 
were under the l mmantl of Marctiis He anti his 
soldiers be il hack the attack of the Volscians and 
drove them intr the titj Then Marcius cried out 
The gates are open for the co ir|nerors well ns 
for the conqiieretl 

^lld so saying ht with very few fodowinj. him 
rvishevl into Corioli m pursuit of the Volscians In tli 
town he fought with the greatest bravery and the 
Volscians could not drive him out tvU X^artvus and hv 
a my caroc to help him uid so the town was taken 
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The Roman solUJtrs it once began lo plunder 
C-onoh, but Maruus told them Jt ^^as shameful fot 
»hem to be collecting spoil and plundering, when the 
Consul Commius and his troops were perhaps at that 
\ery moment fighting the Volscians He pul himself 
it the head of those who were willing to go with him, 
and got to jllie place where Cominms was just as the 
battle was going to begin Marcins begged the ton 
sul to let him fight m the place where the danger was 
the greatest , and the consul admiring his toiirage 
granted what he asked 

When the battle began Mnrtius thargeil tht 
Volscians with such £ur> that he broke through their 
ranks, and he was in great danger, and badl> wounded, 
but the consul sent hts own guards to help him, and 
the Volscians weie put to flight The soldiers then 
begged Marcius to go to bis tent that his wounds 
might be dressed and he might rest himself , but he 
onl> ‘aid, ‘ It is not for conquerors to be tired and 
he joined them in pursuing the enemj 

Next da> the consul made a speech to the arm> 
ind he praised the gallant deeds of Marems 
‘Of all the plunder that we have gained, he said 
we will gne the tenth part to Marcius, who has so 
well descried ii and I iniself wish to give him a 
beautiful horse, to show him how much I admire his 
valour 

Marcius came forward betore the armv to answer 
the consul 

I must refuse the rew ird *tter me, he said 
I cannot a bribe to pav mv sword I will take 
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ni> one share like the other soldiers But j our horse 
I mil accept — and besides I will ask a boon I have 
a fnend among the Volsaan prisoners and I would 
ask for his freedom 

All the army praised Jfnrcius for his generosity 
and the consul said 

We will give to Marciusa reward th^t he cannot 
refuse and that iS that from this day be shall be 
called Conolanus after the tovm of Corioll which he 
woo for Rome 

Soon after this there wa&a great famine in Rome 
During the w ars and troubles of the last 5 ear the land 
had not been tilled and the seed corn h'td not been 
sown so now \ ery little com was to be had and the 
people could hardlj get bread lo eat But a great 
deal of com was brought from bicily nnd the berate 
met to talk over the rate it whicli the people should 
be allowed to buj it — that is how much money thej 
must pay for it 

Now Cams Marcius — orCoriohnus as he mu t now 
becdled — was as I told you a very proud nl Ul He 
thought becaii'.e he was rich aod of i noble f^mlI> 
thnt he w^^ better thin the poor plebenns as (lie 
omnton people of Roraevvete called forgetting that 
1 poor man may be as good an 1 asbrive is a rich 
One and that a working man may love htb countrj. 
just as well and be ns ready to the to serve it as the 
greatest nolle He wished that the nobles— th 
patricians thej were called in Rome — should have 
the power to govern the countr> as thej pleased and 
that the common people '■hould have no voice m the 
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raattej He uas> il^o \er\ ingry because some tune 
before the Senate had allowed the people to choose 
some men called tribunes who were to defend anj 
pool man who was m trouble and m all sorts of wa>s 
to do all thei could to help the plebeians against the 
nobles 

\\ hen the Senate met to fi\. about selling the 
Sicilian corn Conolnmis stood up and made a speech 
to them 

If the people s-ud he want this corn to be sold 
to tliem as cheapb as it used to be let them give hack 
to the Senate all the power it used to possess Shall 
We who could not endure to ha\e the Tarqums Tuhng 
o\er us submit to these low boro tribunes? Let us 
make the people site them up to us andnetei have 
another tribune in Rome If the people want corn 
let them steal it as they did three j ears ngo if tliej 
w ill not do as the Senate bids them 

When the people heard of what Coriolanus had 
said their anger was \er> great 

Coriolanus the> cried would make us do his 
willbj starving us the people of Rome as if we were 
enemies He will take from us this foreign corn 
which IS our only chance of getting bread for out 
children unless we give up our tnbunes to him lie 
will either make ns slives or force us to die of 
hunger 

Tlie> ran to attack Coriolanus and he might have 
been killed but the tribunes came between and 
ordered him to be tried for what he had said At 
first he treated the threats of the tnbunes with scorn 
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but the nRe of tht people w ts so crett that the 
Senate were tfraid tml ilw itghi ii best to punish 
Coriolanus ritlier tlidn that there sli mid be wnr 1 1 the 
ciU So liL wns tiled ind ujs c ncleiUHed lo be 
b-iniiihed or •«enl iw-ij from Roint b r all liis life 
The people wore nuith deliqililtd tt this sentence ard 
the nobles were tti the ^'rc-itest tlistrL‘ 5 s so tint it 
was cas> to set bj mens fates u what partj they 
belongtd — ho who boUed glad and cheerful avas a 
plebeian ami he who lo ked dawntist and sad wa? a 
patnenn 

Lonolaniis 1 muclf was iPic onh one who did not 
show nnj pne/ Ho was u » prond to do so He 
went home t) liis own house and bade firewell to 
his wife and mother who were mthe greatest sorrow 
He told them they must bear this trouble patiently 
and then he left them and went out (f the tity Ht 
resolved thit lie would go ti tJic country of the 
Volacians for his anger w is >0 great against the 
Romans that he hope<l to lie ible to revengt. himself 
on them by the help of tbcir ild tneinies 

So he came to Antuim where lived Tulliis Atifidiiis 
the greatest warnai among the Volscians Corioli 
nus went into the house if Twllns without inyonc 
noticing him and sat down by the hre covering his 
face with his cloak The people of the bouse were 
much surprised when they saw him but so grand 
and noble were his look and manner that they dared 
oot speak to him or ask blm any questions At last 
tiiey went to Tulhis himself who was at supper to teU 
him about this stranger 
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Tiillus roso dirtilK .iiitl went It* ihu unknoun cuest, 
and nsked liiiu wluv ho \v^^ Coriolanii'- stood np, 
and nnct^Nvnn,; his taw, 

‘1 ini C\ius Marcius. he said, ‘ the nutii wlio has 
dune so imieh lo h inn ilie Volscians Por all the 
hard toil .ukI danger that 1 have pone thronpli I have 
iK> remnl hot the name Conolantts The un- 
prateiul and ennows neoplo of Rome have vlriveii 
meawjv from their ciiv I conic to ask if >ou vvUl 
let me help \ou to fipht apainst the Romans , for now 
instead of lovmp them I hate them, and will do mv 
best to pomsh them, and to llpht for joti. 

Tullus was creuU pleased to hear what Coriolaniis 
said. 

“Take sotrrage, Marcuis," answered he • \Vu 
accept s oni offer of help and yo'i shall find that the 
Volicnns will he more cratefnl to you than the 
Romans have been 

And from that «a> Cofiolamis lived m the hotise ot 
TuIIusp, and they were friends 

Not loop .liter this there was a ijuarrel between the 
Volscians ami the Romans, and the Volscians chose 
Coriolanus and rulhib for their penerals It was 
agreed that Coriolanus bhoiild lead an .arms of Vols- 
cians to attack the Romans at once, and that Tullus 
should remain behind, to c<»lleci fresh troops, and 
to see that the Volstaan towns were properlj 
defended 

The Volscians were greatly pleased with the 
courage and warlike skill of their new general . and 
they praised him so often and so much, that Tullus 
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began lo thinl. lliat all Ki!>u»n deeds «ould be lor 
goUen ^nd he gicw jt, itous of Coriolanus and\\ished 
ihTt he had ne^cr helped littn to mj>vC friends with 
the Volscnns 

News wts brought lo Konic lli4l the hanished 
Coriolanuij nt the held oi a lirjrL. Volscun arm} 
w 'll marching to atlacJk. them and soon the> heard of 
histakiiig one town after iinothcr that lay between 
Rome and the country of the Volscians At last he 
tinted at a place only five miles from Romo and 
then all the people were m the greatest terror .The 
w omen ran up and down the streets in their fear the 
old men were seen weeping and praying before the 
altars of the gods nnd the whole city \vn«t filled with 
confusion and alarm 

The people and Senate o.reed to send tnessengrers 
to Cofiolanii^ to beg him to put an end to the war 
and to ask him to come home and be a Roman once 
more bo they chose for tnessengers men who were 
all friends or relations of Conolanus supposing that 
he would treat with respect and kindness those whom 
he had loved before he was banished But when the 
messengers came to the Volscian camp they were 
led hefore Conolanus who was seated in state With 
his chief officers about him He received them with 
& very severe minaei and as if they had been all 
strangers to him He told them that the Romans 
must give back to the Volscians all the lands they bad 
taken from them in former wars 

If you do not do this ' said he you shall have no 
peSce 
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So the messengers went back to Rome, sad at heart, 
to tell the people of these hard terms The Romans 
in great fear sent the messengers back again to Cono 
lanus blit he refused to let them come into his camp 
After this the priests m their robes a\ent to tr> if they 
could persuade him to shoxt mercy , but they could not 
alter his resolve He told them that the Romans must 
either give up their lands as he had said or fight 
f«o\\ when the Romans had almost lost the hope of 
being able to defend Ihemsehes against their terrible 
enemy some of the Roman ladies went to Volumnia 
the mother of Coiiolamis to ask her and bis uife 
Virgiln to go to him and to beg him to spare 
the city When the ladies had spoken Volumnia 
said 

All the Romans are unhappy, but we ire more 
unhappy than all For we see my son \ irgilia s 
husband fighting against hiv own countrv I know 
not if he have anv love for us left as he has 
none for his country which used to be dearer lu 
him than mother wife or duldren But we will go 
to him if you wish it If he will not listen us wc 
cm at least die at his feet begging bun to have 
merev on Rome 

So \ olumnia and \ trgiha took the tw little sons 
of toriolanus with them and went with the othei 
w omen to the \ olscian t unp 

WTien thes got there the soldiers allow ed them t 
pas» thre ugh it till they came to where Coiiolanus was 
sitting among his chief officers The general A\hc 
hntl resisted the prasers of his. dearest friends iiid of 
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Ih^ prltst** \vhr) hinj m ijit n u»tf of the cod 

l«t -tpirc Rttne Wisnfl jneJintd to p'j> tti) nttcntion 
til I li iiul of 'uirroMiitc uotnin fxit oni. of hI^ 
ttlend mts cried <mi <>ud<1enlt 

•If mj c>ci i]» lUil tlci.Ti\t uc i,«.iicnl under 

M 2 irwl }«jiir mother ntl )«tir wjfw mil children 1 

ttm ilintu was cmtl) stirpnstil he ■‘pnii^ imm 
his '.(.St mil nn to embrax hts ni nher Jhit when 
he c mic IK ir her sfit ludc hm» s* j» 

llcfofi. Mill (.mbrivx me she sucl ‘ bt me Vn ju if 
1 m» wriK t m3 son or to mi ciKins — if 1 niti >otJr 
niothtf or t pris mcr in >otiriamj* Ills m> b/e listed 
s > mm) 3ciri out) that I iihottlJ set vmi first b-inish 
nl and now the enem) of Rome * Co itd vuu plunder 
thb. coitntn in which )<»(i were born ind which his 
fed >uu for M many jeor*’ Did not >onr anger Rfow 
less when y ju enttx. into these pirts * Did nr t ycit 
ihinW when yon c-ims in Richt of Koine Wuhmthosc. 
W1IN is iiM home there ire my inoiher wife md 
children? If you hid not been born Komc would 
nut haic been iiiacLcd U1 hid nevcrlnda son 
1 micht tiivt died 1 trie woman in afrit country 
Now wlni I sufler is sinmeful in you and most 
sad t» iiK yet howcicr miscnble you make 
me It caiiii It be for long, lor if > ou go on to conquer 
Rome you niiisi pass over the devi Iwdv of tour 
mother 

riteii she ind hi« wife and children threw them 
selves on their knees at his feet and begeed him to 
have mercy on Rome Conolanus was bhocked to 
sec his mother kneeling before bira 
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• O mother,’ he said as he raised her np, * \\hat ha\ e 
\ ou done ? Yon hax e gained a great v iLlor> for Rome, 
but It will be ruinous to me I go, cunqueied b> >ou 
alone 

So he sent llie huhes luck to Rome, and nc\t 
morning he led the Volscian arm) aua\ to Antium 
bonie of the Voliuaiis t\ere \er\ angrj ^ith 
Coriolauus because he had not gone on and conquered 
Rome, and among these nasTullus Aiifidiu‘5 lullus 
uas also jealous of Conolnnus, because his gieat 
courage and skill in war had made the Volstmns thmk 
more of him than the> did of lullus 
Tillius therefore resohed to kill Coiiolainis, and 
collected a number of his friends uhu agieed to help 
him Thc) called on Coriolanus to give an account 
of what he had done before Rome to the people of 
Antuim , and uhen he stood up to speak, thej cried 
out that a traitor ought not to be heard, lushed on 
him, and stabbed him So he died but the Volsctans 
gneluman honourable funeral and raised a moan 
meat to his memori 
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THE DEEDS OF THE FABII 
TnrRE uas in Romeacreat lamily of nobler called 
the Fabii There were a creat m«ny of them 
brothers cousins and o*her jelations and they were 
b a\e men and good soldiers but proud to the people 
So the commons hated them and were sery angrj 
b couse the nobles jear after year got one or another 
Piliusmtde consul The people thought that one 
of the e men Quintus Fabius bad not diiideJ fiirl> 
llic plunder that had been taken in wnr from flic 
\ olscnni nnd for this thev hated the Fabii more than 
ever and thej hated the nobles too for so often 
inking Fabii their ct nsuU 
Thc'e Qunrrels grew so violent that one j ear when 
Knyso Fabiuswns consul and led the army against 
'lie V'cicntians (he soldiers would not fight Fitb us 
hid more trouble with his ot n soldiers than with the 
eremj He was a good generd and drew np his 
treops in order of bnitle but when he commanded 
tl em to charge the foot soldiers would not jnosc 
t ej haled the consul so much that they fell Ihej 
iro Id rather bear the di grace of being beaten tlian 
li Ip to wlu a sictofj for him The horse soldiers 
however who store r cli men and did not belong to 
the common copTe md did no hitt the TnUii 
charged the \ ei lia a'^d defeated ibeni without t! c 
help of the foo 
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The nobles btill would not do os the people wished, 
iind the next > ear ihei chose Martiis Fabms, Kreso’a 
brother, for one consul, and Cmius Manlius for llie 
iiher 

The Btruscaus \%eio Very ijlad when they hnew 
how the Remans were quarrelling among themselves , 
tor now thej thought Rome might be conquered, as 
Us own people would not fight to defend it The 
Roman consuls were more afraid of their own soldiers 
than of the encmj , a i ihev thought the Lest thing 
thci could do was to shut ihemseUes up m their 
camp, hoping that the soldiers would after a time 
clnnge their mmds and wish to fight The E‘ruscans 
used to nde up to the gates of the camp, and 
challenge the Rowvmis to come out and fight them 
Sometimes they would tell them that they only 
pretended to quarrel because they were cowards and 
dared not fight Sometimes they would say that the 
consuls w ouid not let them fight, because they knew 
the Romans would be sure to be beaten 

The consuls did not care or take much notice of the 
taunts of the enemy , but the soldiers could not bear 
them so well Their hearts were filled with shame 
and anger , and at last they crowded to the consuls 
tent begging them to give the signal for battle The 
consuls were glad enough to see the change m their 
men, but they would not yet yield They wished to 
fight, but they thought if the soldiers were kept still a 
Ijttle longer in the camp that they would grow more 
and more eager for battle So they spoke to the 
soldiers, and told them that the time for attacking the 
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The soldiers ^^cm awn) from tlJt tnasuls thinking 
ihil tho> were not to be allowed to fight and wishinj; 
to do so more than e\cr The entm> too hearing 
tint the consuK would not tight came up to the gates 
f f the camp and micked and instilled the Roman** 
Hiying that tliej s^ere not t » he tnisted with their 
arms lest tlic> should use them against their owm 
generals The Romans con bear it no longer and 
ran in CTf wds to the consuls ilemanding with shouts 
ind cries to he ted to battle 
'(itrcq^ Tahius basing talked with AJanhus the 
ulicr consul commanded the soldiers to le silent 
and then said— 

I know Mnnliiis that these men tan win the battle 
if tliej choose but I lenoat not whether the> renllv 
mean to win it ho I haac resohetl not to gi\e the 
Mgnal for biitlc unless the\ swear that Ihej will 
come hack conquerors hor thei will not dare ti 
disappoint the gods 

One tf the centiirims tor officers) called hlaso 
lems camefonvard and said Fabius I swear that 
I will come back a conqueror from the fight If I do 
not mas the gods punish me 

rtll the rest of the soldiers made the same promise 
and when this was done Fabius ga\e the signal and 
the army marched out of the camp full of hope and 
shouting to the Etruscans— 

Now let us see if you dare call us cowards 


again 
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I he Btrubtinh were eager tor battle, thinking th it 
the Romans ^vould not realtj fight But the\ soon 
found that the\ were mistaken, for tliej had hardl> 
nmc to get into order, before the Romans rushed upon 
them, sword m hand The people and the nobles all 
tought well that da\, bat the Fabu fought best of all, 
and gtwo a noble example for their countr>men to 
follow One of them, Quintus Fabius, was in front of 
the Roman arm>, and he attacked the encm> so 
tiercels that he was separated from his own men, and 
surrounded hi his foes An Etruscan stabbed him 
with his spear, and he sunk down and died The fall of 
ihii brave man made the Romans stop and then begin 
to go back , but Marcus Fabius, the consul, stepped 
across hia brother's body .and cried nut to the soldiers— 
• Was this what >ou promisctl me, fellow soldiers > 
Did >ou swear that >ou would conic back beaten to the 
camp’ I made no promise hut now I swear I will 
eitlier win the battle, or else die at icnir side dear 
Quintus Fahjiis 

Then Kaiso Fabms, who hatl been consul the >eai 
before, stepped up to the side of Marcus 

‘ Think yon, brother,’ said he, that y ou can make 
these men fight bv talking to them ’ Instead of telling 
them, let us show them what to do, as is fitting for 
hrave men and men of the Fabian race 

When he had said these words the two Fabu at 
once attacked the enemy and they were followed by 
the whole armi 

Meantime, Manlius the otlier consul had been so 
badli wounded m another part of the battle that he 
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tras obligred to go ont of tiie fight, that lus w^jond 
might bt bound np This made his soldiers lose 
heart , they thought he \ p.5 l^illed and v, ere heginmag 
to gi%e ^a>, Yvhen the Consul Fabms rode up to them 
tttth some of his hjrse soldiers, and called to them 
that he had conquered the other wtng of the Etruscan^, 
and that ^fanlius tvas not dead but only grounded 
This cheered them, and soon after, to their great joj , 
Manlius came back to the battle Meantiiue the 
Etruscans, who were many more in numbers than the 
Romans, sent a body of troops to attack, the Roman 
camp, which the> did so fiercely that they broke 
into It though the Homan guards defended it 
bravely 

News teas broogbt to Manlius ofwhai had happened, 
and he Jmmediateir came to the camp and set a guard 
of soldiers at each gate to prevent the enemy getting 
out They tried hard tobrealc through, and xn the fight 
jilanbus nas killed The Btruscana managed to get 
through the gate but as they marched a\ra> they v. ere 
met by th* Consul Fabtus and his conquenng -anny, 
and many of them were killed and the rest put to flight 
Thus the Romans had gamed a splendid viciory, though 
It was saddened by tbe deaths of Qumlus Fnbius, and 
of the Consul Bfanlms 

The Senate were very glad to hear of the battle 
being won and they sent word to Marcus Fabius that 
he should enter the city to trtamph with his arzny 
But Fabius answered, 

My iamily are all tn tears and gnef for tbe death of 
my brother Quintus, and Rome is mourning for her 
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consul So I will not wear the laurel WTeath nor 
c in'* home m tnumph 

Tins refusal of Fabius was thought bj the people 
more glorious than anj triumph could ha\e been 
Splendid funerals uere made for the two dead chiefs 
and Fahius made speeches at the graves and gave them 
the praise that they deseraed for so bravely dymg for 
Rome 

Fabius did not forget that he had determined when 
he was first made consul to make the people friends 
again with the nobles One of the things he did to 
bring this about was to plan that the nobles should 
guemonej to feed and clothe the poor soldiers who 
had been badlj wounded m the war And none of 
these soldiers were better taken care of than those 
who were the diarge of the Fabian family By Iheae 
and other brave and kind deeds the Pabu made the 
people lot e them and forget their old dislike 

Soon afterwards new wars began with seieral peo 
pies round Rome but the most troublesome enemies 
of all were the Ve entiaas Then the Fabian familj 
went to tU“ Senate and kreso who was consul again 
that jear spoke for all the rest 

Fathers he said it is well known to you that to 
fight the Veientians a small number of soldiers always 
ready w ould be more useful than a larger number who 
rould only be sometimes watching them Do you 
attend to the other w an> butgiiothe war against Ven 
to the care of the Fabian family We promise you 
that we will not disgrace th«, name of Rome and we 
\illpay the cost of the war oir^elves 
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1 he bemte thanked the brat c k abii 'iiul the tunsu) 
with bis hmilj returned lo their homes 

Nextda> all the Fabn armed themselve'. and mu 
lo^retber in front of the consul s house The coastrl 
snw all his famil> drawn up m order of battle and ht. 
« eiu out clad in hisnmiour, and joined them He gave 
the signal lo start and they ill three hundred and si< 
la number all nobles all of one family, imd each man 
fit to be a general marched through the city to the gate 
nearest to Veit They were followed b\ crowds ot 
people praising them aJmtring them and bidding, 
them go on bravely anti fight successfully &o (he 
!• abit left Rome and marched ou till they uinie to the 
River Cremera where they built themselves a strong, 
fort or castle and there they naidied the Veieniwns 
They were so strong and brave that they kept their 
furt safe and defended the LOUDtry winch borders on 
Etnvna and troubled the Etruscans greatly tor some 
time 

The Etruscans got togeeber an array and attacked 
the castle but the Romans sallied out and drove off 
the enemy and atterwards defeated them m seven! 
other battles 

The Etruscans began to think dial they could never 
conquer these fierce Fabn in open fight so tliey made 
a plan to attack them iinexpeciedly A number of 
Etruscan soldiers, hid themseUes not far fiom the 
cdstle Then some others drove a ilock of she*p out 
on to the plain further away from it U hen the Fabn 
■•aw the «heep thev went ont to catch them and in 
doing <5 > they pas«.ed the place where theEtroscans 
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were hidden. Then ihey scattered thenisehes atom 
the plain ;n pursuit ot the sheep, and snddenlj met 
some. Etruscan troops tiho had been sent to attach 
them. At the same ttme the Etruscans nho had been 
hidden rushed upon them from behind, so that thev 
'\ere ijuite surrounded. The Fabn fought noblj, as 
you may fancj from what >ou ha\e heard of their 
deeds, but the> were few and the Etruscans uere 
many, and they were killed, every one of them, eKcept 
one young boj 
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InMnc \\ashetniimself aiid put il on be siootl before 
the mesjjjenffcr'i Tbe> told Imn tint he ^\^s chosen 
to be dictator, niul Uished him joy 

You iTiiNt conic at onto to koine, thej snd 
' Yoti are much « -uited thert., for the Constil 'linucins 
and his troops are besieged in their caiiip b> the 
/ITquj, niid 5 on must lead m arm> to set them 
free ’ 

Su Cmcinnatus went lu Rome Mis relilions ind 
fnendi and most of the senators came to the cates to 
meet him, and led him into the touji ^JcNt thy he 
came into the Ponitn or market place before it uas 
Iifflit He chose for his Master of the Kniehts 
Lutms Tarqumus, who was said to bo the braiest of 
ill the young men m Rome Then he commanded 
that the shops should be shut and that no w ork should 
t>e done in the tow n shut that ait men who were of fit 
age to fight should come together before sunset in a 
Reid close to the walls called the Campus Jlartius, or 
Field of Mars Each man was to bring with hira his 
arms food for five days andtwelac wooden stakes 
The men who were too old or not strong enough to 
fight were to soiled the food for the soldiers 

AIM' as done as the dictator ordered and V,h’en th<? 
soldiers were met together, he tame to them and spoke 
to them m these w ords — 

'Soldiers we must make all the haste we can that 
xve may attick the enemy this \er> night For the 
consul and his army hate been besieged for three day s 
iTid we know not what may happen 'Make haste 

ptandard heirer March on soJfliersi 
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The troops \\ ere eaRer to t>l)e> , niul shouted as their 
genertl had done, — 

' MaVe haste, staiulaul Ixaiti March on, soldiers ! 
So the\ departed from Rome, and in the middle or 
tile night the\ cot to Mount Algidns, uliere the consul 
tsas still surrounded b> the arnu of the .‘Equu 

Then Ciucinnatus rode all rouiul the cucm> s cdtup 
to see, as well as he could m the lucht-time, how it 
waspl'u.ed Nest he drew allhisurmj m a long tram 
quite round the camp, and c-oinnianded that when he 
gate a sign.il each man should shout as loud as he 
could, and then set to wock to make a ditch in front 
of hmiself. and set up his twehe st ikes as a paling to 
defend It. When aUwasrtad> the dictator gave the 
signal, and the Romans shouted so loud that the noist 
thc\ made was heard not <*nK m ilic enem>’s cmnp 
hut h> the Consul Mmucius and his soldiers Glad 
enough were the imprisoned aimv to hear the shouts 
of their countr>meH .md to hnd tint help was so 
near Minuaus called his men logethci — 

‘ I,el us U)se no time he cried these shouts not 
onlj tell us that our friends hate come to help us 
they show that the Romans li.wc already begun the 
battle btaud to y our arms then and follow me 
Ity this time the .<4^ui were doing their best to stop 
the soldiers of Cmcinnatiis from fenung them in , but 
while thev were fighting the dictator s men on one 
side, they were attacked on the other b\ Mmuems and 
his followers, who now rushed out of their camp, 
eager to set themselves free So the ^qui were 
lietween two Roman armies They fought well and 
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having washed himself md put it on he stood before 
the messetigers Thej told him that he was chosen 
to be dictator and w ished him joy 

\oti must come at once to Rome ihej haul 
\oii are much wanted there for the Consul MmuciUN 
and his troops are besieged m their camp bj the 
JEquj and voii luiisi lead an armt to set them 
free 

So Cmcmnatus w ent to Rome His relations an 1 
friends and most of the senators came to the gates to 
meet him and led htm into the town j\e\l dav he 
came into the Fomm or market place before it was 
light He chose for his Master of the KoJCht> 
Lucius Tarquitius who was said to he the bravest of 
'll! the young men in Rome Then be commanded 
that the shops should be shut and that no w ork should 
be done in the town ^bitt that all men who were of fit 
age to fight should come together before sunset m a 
field close to the walls called the Campus Alartius or 
Field of Mars Each man was to bring with him his 
arms focKl for five davs and twelve wooden stakes 
The men who w ere too old or not strong enough to 
fight w ere to collect the food for the soldiers 

All was (lone as the ibcXaior ordered and when the 
soldiers v\ ere met together he came to them and spoV e 
tn them in these words — 

Soldiers we must make all the haste we can that 

we may attack the enemy this vers night For tlit 
consul and his array has e been besiegetl for three das s 
and we know not wbai may happen Make haste 
standard bearer 'larJi on soldiers 1 
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The troops uerc eajrtr to obe^ tntl shouted as their 
genenl Ind done 

Make haste st mdaril bearer Marehoii soldiers! 

50 the\ deptrted troin Rome ind in the middle of 
the niffhtthCN cot to Mount Alguhis uhert the consul 
uas still surrounded b> the arms o^ the 'Equi 

Then Cmemnatus tot\c all round tlic ew.ni\ s tamp 
to see as well is he could in the nighttime how u 
was placed \i,\thedrcv\ allhts irmj m i long trim 
quite round llu. tamp -*nd co(itm3ndc<I that when he 
ga\ea signil each man should shout as loud as he 
could and then set lo \\orx to make a ditch in front 
ot himself and set up his iwche stakes as a paling to 
defend it \Mien allwasread> the dictator gaNcihe 
signal and the Romans shouted so loud that the noise 
they made was heard not «nl> in the enem> s tamp 
hut b> the Consul Mimicms and his soldiers Glad 
enough were the imprisoned aim> to heai the shouts 
of their coiintr>men ind to hnd that help was so 
near Minuuus called his men logethei — 

Let Us U)be no lime he sned these shouts not 
July tell lib that our friends ha\e c'omc to help us 
thej show th It the Romans have ilrtady begun the 
battle Stand to \ our arms then ind follow me 

B> this lime the yCqui were doing their best to stop 
the soldiers of Cincmnaius from fencing them in but 
while they were fighting the dictator s men on one 

51 le they were attacked on the other b\ 'Minuaus and 
his followers who now rushed out of their camp 
eager to set themselves free So the ^Equi were 
l>elweeii two Romm armies They fought well and 
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CIJJCI.VjrATUS 

TaiEKE iras a people rearRo’ne named ifce vho 

Te*« at one l 2 *ae friends and allies the Romans 
Bat th*v b'ote the treaty of peace ther had r*ade mth 
Ro*a», and raa^’dsei an army towa'ds Toscnlnin 
'n’*'y tamt th* vDlajes, and plundered the p^op’Sr and 
»h»n pj cied camp oa Maaat Al^idn*. Th* 

Rcnaa* sent 3mba&»aiors to tb» camp of tbs 
to co-np’aia o‘ tb^tr haviasr b'oiea tbe trea*v, and to 
asi that all las p^aaJ^r sboald be girea bad. to the 
peop’e to whom it belonged 

The general of the oaI% lathed at the Roman 
ambassado-s, and bads tb^m te'l the message o^' tbe 
Sena e to a great oat tree wfa di cea’- tbe camp 

and not to hnx. The ambassado's were ve-y sngrr at 
tb.s anJ called npoatbsEods to pnn.sh Eb** -iEqoi vho 
had so b-oten th“»r promi'>“s of fnealship 

tt'b“n tb“ Senate hea*!! of the way la which tbeir 
niss=enge^ had been t-ea’ed, th^y collected ap arcv, 

and s»t It aga-as» lb® JSqui csde*' Ibe command o^ 
one of lbs ca^isnls llianC'as Cafotanatsle Jliana-s 
MTss a tim^d man, and thocgh he marcaed towards 
AIgtdcs, and p tcsed fus camp cot car frota. of the 
.£qtii, ha was A&aid to fight a battle v^ta them- The 
socn f:>jnc ont I't- .t* Roman gese'al was 



CINCINNATUS 


4 ‘? 

afnid of them, and the> grew bold, and ntt'ickcd the 
Roman camp Although they could not take jt by 
storm, they dug ditches, and built mounds all round it, 
i>u that the Roman army wasclosely shut up, and could 
not get out But before he wa^fluite shut up, Minuaus 
sent five soldiers out of lus camp These men 
managed to get through the enemy's guards, .and 
made all the haste they could to Rome 
They went at once to the Senate, and told them th u 
ihe consul and his army were l)esieged m their camp 
by the /Rqui Great was the sorrow m Rome when 
this bad news was heard The Senate resolved to 
choose a dictator, and no man seemed to them bo fit 
for their chief as Lucius Qumtius Cincinnntus 
A dictator of Rome w.as like a king in most wavs 
He could do what he pleased, and all men were bound 
to obey him— but this only I'V'ted for six months 
After that time he was no longer dictator snd he 
could be punished if he had done any w rong iP his time 
of power 

^lessengers were sent at once to tell Cipcinnatus 
v\hat was fixed He did not live in Rome, but in a 
little cottage outside the walls where he had a smalt 
piece of janrL „for though he was of noble family he 
was a The messengers found him 

hard at work plou^ing his little field When t!ie\ 
had greeted him, they bade him ‘ put on his gown and 
hear what message the Senate sent him 
Cincinnatus w as greatly surprised and asked if all 
were well at Rome Then he called to his wife 
Racilia to fetch him his gown out of the cottage and 
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cortnrdh ’ Us consuls or son Romans ’ If theiuili 
15 ours Ictus be no Jonecr consuls or it that is uot 
enough punish us jn what \\a> sou like Bat if the 
fault IS >nup,, O Romans I would hfl\e \ou repent of 
}our urong doing nntl I prnj that neither pods nor 
men ma> punish jou for it 

,\our enemies did not trust in j our sloth nor in 
their o\\ n courage for \oii lia\c beaten them so often 
m battle that b> this time lliej know both themselves, 
md ioit But iherjuarrclsbetnecii the nobles and the 


commons arc the rum of Rome ^Mlat would sou 
have > \oii wished for inbunts and ne ETanted them 
to you We punished h\ death nr bmishmenl the 
roW.« n,e„ of ,he clj beciuse ,o„ bora ,JbpIa,»ad 
b.fttliom H h,f«, 111,0, ha en.l of ,l,a,e qiimal.’ 
MJien ihall ira hi,e ,,aaaa «i,h,ii our walls’ Ills 
only asams, „s noMas ,|,a, 
against the enemies of y r tir country 

But let me ask ,ou t., out of tht g ,tes of the 
town or if you dare not do that », i , , u 
C, wall, .„to the fields sle hi i'”: 

waste b, fire and sword the laWc T' 

and the houses smoking The conn* ^ 

<_ « » lie counter IS desmJafp 

thecitv IS besieged and the gtorv of »>, uesoiaie 
otireneimcs ''hit hav- yen at ho.n . 

such tosses ,s these 

plenty of talk uid words hut which of ,oii 
home to his wife nnd children anythin- hi,f 
and hatreds frem these struggles m thc'citv > 

Blit when you were soldiers under me 
the tribunes— when you were m the camn 

““'O not m the 
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ronioi— uhcn the encmt m iUe battle held not the 
Ronnn nobler ui the Scmte hciid and feared \oxir 
shouts— then did >on not return to voui homes m 
triumph loaded with richea and crow ned u ith glorj 
Staj here m the t.itt if >ou please but if >ou do not 

go to figiit j our enemies thc\ will come before lonp 
to fight you here the\ will scale the walls mount 
the Capitol naj pursue nou into >our own homes 
I know I might saj itiam things that would please 
'ou better than this And tntl\ I would gladl> please 
'ou Romans but >et 1 would much rather save jou 
'\hate\er >nu ma> think of me hereafter Oh if >ou 
"ill but give up these quarrels and do as >onr fathers 
"ould have done I will bear am punishment vou 
please if t do not m a few dav s driv e these plunderers 
of our countrv out of their vamp and earn the war 

from our walls to their cities 

Never were the people more delighted with anv 
speech than w ilh this one of the consul and thej were 
eager tor wnr The aim\ was onlered to meet ne\t 
morning m the Ticlil of Mars the standards were 
brought out f rv m the temple w here ther w ere kept m 
tune of peace and given to the soldiers indthearmv 
With the two consuls at its head marched awav from 
Rome The next evening Ihev pitched their camp 
near to that ot the enemv neat C orbio 

Now though there were twv consuls one of them 
"hose name was Agrippa Punus thought that it 
would be much better that the armv should be governed 
b> one man so be told the othei consul Quintius 
that he would obe> him meverj thing and would do 
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jt > L)S consuls orsmi Romans? If ihe liuiii 
1?! t»s Ik no longer consuls or if that js not 
'* „„, 5 h >1' in "hnt »a> 5011 like But if Ihc 

rturs 0 Romans, I uould ha%e jou repent of 
^rtir dome. ^ P™> neither gods nor 

enemies did not trust in jour sloth nor in 
fourasc for yon ha%e beaten them so often 
(keif m' time the> Xnou both thcmsehcii 

|jg{ jhc quarrels between the nobles and the 
mdr®'’ are the rmn of Rome hat would ^ou 
^vj.,hed for tribunes and we granted them 
hit'* \Se punished b\ death or banishment the 
tn r t* j,, cit) beennse \ ou tvere displeased 
jioll*'* he the end of these quarrels’ 

peace wtthtn our walls’ Jt ts 
Wh'*' ' ^ nobles thnt sou take up arras not 
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•he enemies of y^ iir countrv 

a.ik \oo to go out of the gates of the 


,£ ^0t5 dnre not do that to look from the 
■jen the field'. See hov thej are laid 

fil» jjj-e -ind sword the cattle drnen awai 
sras'® I'ftusCS smoking The c<nmtr> is desolate 
jOiJt’’* ^besieg^*^ mid the glorv of the war is with 

Wh'ithas-s ti at home to make up for 

these’ The tribunes uill g^e jou 

^ t s .... ^,^1.. - - - - 


of 1 -''^ 


Slid words tmt which of jou ever took 


fit' ife “mfl ‘■bddren anything but quarrels 
^ ( 3 *'ffOin these struggles in thq Llt> ’ 

soldiers underme not under 
^ * ^wbc'’ 5®“ were in the camp not in the 

^Tjoiies 
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the battle went on all mcbt, but whendaj came tlIe^ 
v"ere forced to jield aad to beg for peace from 
Cincinnatus 

The camp of the ./£qui was full of pro\i'ioos and 
*1] oil and the liomans took po««e«s!on of it when Ihe 
battle was o\er But Cincinnatas gat call the plunder 
to the soldiers of his. own aim) , for he was still angrj 
with the consul and hts troops 

* \ou soldier®,' be said to them, ' were ter> nearlj 
nipde prisoners jonrselres and the «poils of the 
e^enij arerol foryou At.d }oi), Mumcias, shall onit 
command your army under fn\ orders till tou Lave 
learred to be as brat e as a eon'ul oight to be ' 

So Mmccivis had to give op being consul, hot 
sta>ed with the arm) as the dictator bad coirmarded 
Although Cmeinnatus was a severe general, be 
wa^ so b'ave a man and good a soldi<^r that the 
armylosed and admired him. and to show him their 
gratitude for his haling saved them tLey presented 
him with a golden crown 

\Vben he came back to Rome be was met with great 
jov b) the people and entered the city in Inamph 
He then gav e up his pow er after hav mg been dictator 
for only sixteen daj s 
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THE BATTLE OF CORBIO 

SOMC jears after the vic‘ory of Cmcmnatus \%hen 
Titus Qumtius Capitolmus was consul for the fourth 
time the Volscians and the A!lqui again attacked 
Rome Thev thought they could do i>o safely, be 
caise there were great quarrels in the city, between 
the nobles and the common people They fi-st 
attacked the Latins who were now friends with the 
Romans, and then findirg that no army was sent to 
m^et them, they marched on, plundering the country 
as they went, till they came up to the walls of Rome 
Then having shown the Romans how little they feared 
them, and having collected a great deal of plunder, 
they marched aw ay to Corbio 
Then the Consul Qumtius called the people together 
and spoke to them m these words — 

• I come before y ou to day Romans, w Uh the greatest 
shame that could be You knew and our children s 
children will hear, that ifce Volscians and jEqui 
came m arms before the walls of Rome and that no 
sword was drawn to resist them in the year when Titus 
Qumtius was consul Had! known that such shame 
would have come upon me, I would rather have died 
or have been banished, than ha\ e been made consul 
Which dttl onr enemiev think the most lazy and 
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conardlj ’ Us consuls or 30U Remans ? If thet*ull 
IS ours, let tis be no longer consuls, or if that is not 
enough, punish us in what way jou hXe Bat if the 
ftitiU as jours, O Romans, I would have jou repent of 
> our wrong dome, nnd I pray that neither eods nor 
men may punish jou for it 

‘^Your enemies did not mist tn your sloth, nor m 
their own courage, for you have beaten them so often 
in battle, that bj this time thej know both themselves 
and j on But the quarrels between the nobles and the 
commons arc the ntin of Rome What would \ou 
ha\_e * You wished for tribunes, and we granted them 
to vovt We punished bJ death or bmishment the 
noblest men of the citj, because joii were <lispleased 
with them tSTiat will be the end of these quarrels* 
^■\he^ shall vre have peace within our walls* It is 
onlj against us nobles that jou take up arms not 
against the enemies of j our countrv 

But let me nsk vou to go out of the gates of the 
town or, if voii dare not do that to look from the 
eitj walls mto the fields See how thej are laid 
waste bv fire and sword the cattle driven awaj, 
and the houses smoking The countrj is desoHte 
the citv IS besieged and the glorv of the war is with 
our enemies What have you at home to make up for 
such losses IS these’ The tribunes will give jou 
plentv of tnlk md w ords but which of yon ever took 
home to his wife and children, anything but qusrrels 
and hatreds from these struggles in the citj ? 

‘But when JOU were soldiers under me not under 
the tribunes“-when jou were in the camp not m the 
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Foium — whun the tneniv iii the battle held not the 
Roman nobles m the Semte heaid and feared \our 
bhoutS'-then dtd jou not return to j-our homes m 
inumph loaded \\ith riches and crowned with glorj ’ 
bta\ here in the if jou please but if jou do not 
STO to fight > our enemies the\ will come before long 
10 fight }oiJ here thei willscnlc the walls mount 
the Capitol na> pursue >oii into your own homes 
I hnow I might saj manj things that would please 
jou better than this And trul> I would gladU pleast. 
'ou Romans but jet I would much rather save jou 
whatever you ma\ think of me hereafter Oh if you 
will but gi\e up these quarrels and do as your fathers 
would ha%e done I will bear mv punishment vou 
please if I do not in a few days dn% e these plunderers 
of oui countri out of their camp and earn, the war 
from our walls to their cities 
Ne\er were the people more delighted with any 
speech than w ith this one of the consul and the\ were 
eager for war The aiim was oidered to meet next 
morning in the Field of Mars the standards were 
brought out fiom the temple where the\ were kept in 
time of peace and gu en to the soldiers and the arms 
with the two consuls at its head marched awa\ from 
Rome Tlic next eiening they pitched iheir camp 
near to that ot the enem\ neai Corbio 

*^ov\ though the e were two consuls one of them 
whose name was Agnppa Funus thought that it 
would be much better that the armv should be governed 
by One man so he told the othei consul Quintius 
that he would obey him m every thing and would do 
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whatever Qitintius thought best Quintius was much 
pleased, nnd he praised Ag^ppa tor caring more that 
the war should be well managed than that he lumself 
should manage it 

^Vhea the Roman army was drawm up in hne of 
battle, Quintius made Agrippa the leader of the left 
wing, that IS, of the soldiers who fought on the left 
side of the army, and he himself led the right wing 
The middle part of the armj, the centre as it was call 
ed, was commanded by Spunns Poslumius The battle 
began, and the centre and ngbt wing of the Roman 
armj fought bravelj, and though the Volscians and 
^qui resisted stout!) . vet (be Romans began to get 
the better of them Meantime the Roman cat air), or 
horse soldiers, attacked the enemy’s cavalry and defeat 
ed them and killed a great many When the) had done 
so they charged the rest of the Volsaan army, by 
which they greatly helped their countrjreen, and (he 
enem) who were alread) beginning to give way were 
put m disorder, and jielded (o Quintiiis 

But the left wing of the Roman army was m great 
trouble, for they conld not conqcer the part of the 
enemy s army w htch was opposed to them Then the 
Consul Agrippa, who was a rerj strong jnan, seired 
the standards from the soldiers w bo carried Ibem, and 
going up in front of the enemy, he flung the standards 
with all his force into the middle of them The 
Romans would have felt it a terrible disgrace if Uiey 
had lost their standards, and rushed forward 'o eagerly 
to win them back tnat they broke the ranks of the 
JCqai, and so the battle was won 
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Just at this moment there came a messenger from 
Qnmtius to tell them that he %\ ns victorious, and just 
going to enter the enemi’s camp , but that he waited 
to know if Agrippa had conquered too If so, Agrippa 
uaato come to Qumtius at once, so that the ^\holc 
armj might join m winning the spoils of the enemy 
Agrippa did os he wns commanded nnd after taking 
the camp i\hcre they found great quantities of rich 
!»poil as well as the plundei which had been taken from 
their own country, Qumtius and lie led their army back 
to Rome 


HOW THE ROMANS WON TWO CITIES 

TiiTHn «as I town t-iDcd \^e«, MhjJi vvav on rhe 
border of Tuscanv, some milei> from Rome The 
people of Veil who were called Veientjans had often 
fought against the Romans, their town was as large 
and rich as Rome, and the> boasted that their courage 
and skill in war were as great as those of the Romms 
The quarrel between the two towns was so fierce, that 
It c'ould plsinh be seen that w bicliet cr people was con 
quered, would be destrov ed b\ tlie other— so thst there 
must either be no Romms, or else no Velentnns left 

1 here were manv battles foughl, and on the whole 
the Romans got the best of the fighting But the 
Veientians svere manj and brave they built strong 
and high walls round their cit), got together plentj of 
food and arms nod so waited without fear for the 
coming of their enemies 

The Romans heard how strongl> Veil was defended 
thev knew how difficult it would be to take the town, 
and ho\r many of their brave soldiers would be killed 
if thej tried to do so So they determined to blockade 
the city, that is, to encamp their army round the town, 
and watch it w ell so that none of the Veientians could 
get out, and so that no one could bring them food or 
help Tbej hoped that when nil the food was eaten, 
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am\ the Veientnit'* v,CTtt tired ot bemg shut up insitk 
their wills thej would \iel<l ind give up tneir 
town 

The Romm \rm\ mirched to Vcit ind while the 
summer listed it wis pTeisint enough for the soldiers 
to In e in thtir tents in the w inn simn\ nr But w hen 
the winter Lime ind the weather giew cold and 
siormj tilt Roman lenders made their men build huts 
iml htlle houses where the> might ill be sheltered 
Now befoit this lime ibe Romms were used to 
mike wir onb m the summer, and thej were 'erj 
ingr> It being kept iwi> from their homes ind wnes 
and thildren for so long The> sud thit never, even in 
the old times when the\ were governed b\ the kings 
h id thej been obliged to make* w ir in the w inter 
The people of Rome wished to order the apm> t«. 
come home but Appius Claudius one of the senitors 
uncle 1 speech to them ind persuided them not to do 
so 

If you tall >onr irm> back from Rome now said 
he the Veientnns will immediatelv tome out of their 
City and will attack us ind plunder our cornfields and 


vinejnrds ind bum our coltages'and our orchirds 
and then our work will all hive to be done over igiin 
next^eir Tor we must conquer the Veientians or 
else thej w dj destroj Rome 


In this \\a> he persuided the people to let tlie arrav 
sti> on at Veil But the siege went on year aftei 
veir, ind still the Veientians would not > leld up the 
own inc bull the Romans would nit go to tlieir 
homes but witched ind wuted 
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In tlie seventh year after the siege was begun a 
strange thing happened There was a laie among the 
hills, some miles from Rome, called the Alban Lake 
Most lakes ha^e rivers running through them , but the 
Alban Lake had no stream either flowing into it at one 
end. or out it at the other The water jn the lake be 
g^^Io (hisjear to ri'e iigher, robody knew whj 
and at last it rose so high that it overflowed, and the 
water ran down the hills ac-oss the country towards 
the sea This cunous thing was very much talked of 
in all the conntrj round, and in the Roman camp, so 
that at last it was heard of by the besieged Veientians 
—for the Soldiers of th** two armies would so*netirne» 
talk together, as often happens in long sieges 
A Roman boldier was one day talking to an old 
Veientian. who seemed to be ver> much pleased 
when he heard the strange story of the Alban I^ke 
• For,' said he, ' we have an old sa> tng or prophecy 
m Our town, that the Romans mil never take Veil if 
the water of the Alban Lake gets down to the sea ' 

The Roman was very much snrpnsed to hear this , 
and be pretended he wanted to ask some other qveS 
tioas cf the old k^’cientian, who vras said bj bis towns 
men to be a prophet who Could tell beforehand what 
was going to happen- So u was agreed that they 
should meet one another between the town and the 
camp without their weapons WTien the tune came 
they met as hadbeen fixed , but then the strong young 
Roman threw his arms njtmd the old man, and m 
spite of all his struggles carried bun off to the camp 
and took him before the Roman general who sent 
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him to Rome There he was taken before the Senate, 
the assembly of nobles who governed Rome, who 
asked him what was the meaning of his strange 
words 

'It IS written m some of oiir old books at Veu, 
answered the man, *lhat if the Romans make a 
new channel for the waters of the Alban Lake when 
they oNerflow, they shall conquer Veil , hut they are 
doing nothing 

The Senate then determined to send messengers to 
the temple of ApoUo at Delphi to ask the god 
what thev must do The messengers, when they 
returned brought w oid that the w aier must not be 
illowedlo flow awij into the sea but that the Romans 
must dig ditches and canals ior it to run m, till it had 
dll run aw a> m watering the land Thiswasdone but 
Mill the siege of Veil went on 
In the tenth year of the siege the Senate determined 
to change the generals and thev made Marcus Furius 
Csuaillus dictator Camillus was well knowm to the 
Romans ns being a bra\e and successful soldier, and 
the arms were %er> glad to hear that he was to be 
ther new leader But before he joined the army it 
Veil, he got together a large body of fresh troops 
mil led them out to meet the people of Falerii 
another town near Rome who had attacked the 
Riimia lands, hoping to do so safely while the 
Komam were busy fightmg the Veientians Camillus 
defeited the Falenms m a great battle, and dro\e 
them out of their camp after which he led bis armv 
to Veil * 
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‘soon flfler iu cot ih*rc he onleretl hii soldiers to 
mike T mine into ihe town A mine is i pnssajre 
tmdcrcroiind M.h»eh the soWicrs of i besjecinir Trm> 
die so deep thatit cocs quite tirtcler the utils and 
comes up inside tlictoxMi Ctmilltis midp his soldiers 
uork hj turns so (hat <Ii> nnd mcht there were 
iluHss some of them dicRinc at the tiiinCt and there 
ucre fresh men lo 'tnlte their pHets is soon the> 
cot tired so that none of them need do loo muth 
In this wi> the work uis ermed on qiiickl> ind the 
Veicnunns kntu nothme nhoiM jl and liad no idea 
tint the Ronnns «crc digcmg a pissigc under theix 
ualls 

■\Vhen thentmt uasreaiU Cimilhis witli part of hib 
imiy jmde nn ittick on (he outside of (he ciCv iind 
the Vcientians rnn to defend their nails Meantime 
the kmc and the pi lest* were offenne: bicrifices to the 
cods m the temple of Juno 

Nou it happened that the imdercround pisS ice 
hid been due so fir that the end of it uas just under 
the pavement of the temple of Juno ind the Romans 
in the passage could bear all that was coing on in 
the temple nid thev heard the priest saj — 

The cods promise victory to whoever shill offer 
this aninnl t » them 

Upon heinng this the Romm soldiers broke through 
the pavement rushed up into the lemple and offered 
the sacrifice to the goddess while the Veientians 
nstonished and frightened b> their shouts ind the 
cfasbjnc of their armour fled away Some of the 
Romans pursued them and others ran to open the 
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^ Jle', lo Lanullub. ind the rest of the arnn s.oon the 
ut> was filled with the Romans and there was fiRhl 
nig in e\erj piTt of »l Ciniillus tod his ofheers to 
forbid the soldiers to hurt the w omen and children 
hut he let them plunder the town 

Ihen C'lmillu'; resohed that he would take the 
stitue of Juno the protector of Ven to Rome He 
chose out a number o{>oimg tneu from the nrm> and 
bade them w vsh thcmscUcs and dress m white gur 
luents ind then he went with them to the temple 
Tiid sacrificed lo the goddess 

OJuno said he tte|>rT> thee to iccept our service 
uid to go with us and live oinong the gods of Rome 
It IS said thnt the statnc gently answered him tint 
she wTS willing md ready lo g > bo they aimed her 
to Rome and CTindUis bmli a stntelv temple for her 
on Mount Av entme 

Not long ntter tho t ikwi. of \ eu the Romans gas l 
k>amiUus the command of vn anny which he was to 
lend ngimsi liis old enemies the Falerians He soon 
entered their country and so much did they fear him 
remembering how he had bcfoie defeated them that 
they shut themselves np III their town of Fnlerii which 
was built among rock\ hills and defended with strong 
walls Bniwhenthey siw the Rom ins marching o\er 
their lands burning their Nillages ind wasting iheir 
helds they could beat u no longer Ihey came out 
of the iown and pitched their amip among the rough 
jocks not from the gates ( amillus was glad to 
1 e able to hght them and one night I e marched his 
t VI camp o that at bre ik if day the 
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FaJerjans saiv their enemies cJose upon them The 
Romans attacked them fiercely, and the Falerians fled 
OQt of their camp and ran as fast as they could to the 
shelter of their cit> , but many were killed and 
wounded before they eould reach the gates 

Camillus resohed to besiege the ton a bat it «as 
^ell defended and strong and the Falenans had 
collected plenty of com and food and arms so that the 
siege might ha\e lasted as long as the siege of \eu 
if a strange thing had not happened 

The lalerians fell so sure that the Romans could 
not break through th^ir strong walls thnt erer> thing 
went on in the towm just as if there had been no artnj 
encamped before tC The people went about their 
busmess or amusement and the children went to school 
as usual There was one schoolmaster in Faleni who 
taught the sons of most of the nobles of the town and 
he usdd in time of peace to ta».e the boys for walks, 
and games outside the walls After the siege begin 
he still took the bo> s as usual just outside the gates of 
the town and the Roman soldier? ceier took aa> notice 
of this so the cchoolroaster made a wicked plan 
Ever> da> be led the boys a little further and a 
little further from the town keeping them amnsed with 
talk or play so that they should not see wbai he meant 
to do At last one day be took them further than e\ ey 
and nght among the Komao soldiers He bade the 
soldiers take bun to Camillus and be and the children 
were led Into the general s teot 

' See here general * be said ' See these children 
To giving them to you I am giving Faleru to you for 
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lh“«e are the sons of ihe grea’cst and noblest men of 
tbe to\\n, wbo \mU do \\bTte\er 50U please m order to 
bate iheir sons out of jour hand** ’ 

Camillas listened to the «chooIinaster till he had done 
speaking, and then he *aid 

‘ Thou an come, thou base fcllott, with ihj hateful 
present to a people andagcneral «ho are verj different 
trom thyself \\c hate ne\er been allies of the 
Palenans, but do not forget thnt xte ore men ns. 
''ellasthej are and Ibai it right to be just as well 
ashra\e We do not draw our swords against chil 
drea hut against soldiers Ihou hast tried to conquer 
Falerii bv such a wicked deed as was never seen 
before, I will conquer b> the help of the good swords 
and brat e hearts of mj Romans Here, lictors, strip 
off this t illam’s clothes, bind his hands behind his back , 
S^^e jour rods to the bojs, and let them ilog him back 
to the gates of haleru * 

In the meantime the people of Fnlern had found out 
what had happened The city w is filled with cries of 
gnef, and the fathers ind mothers of the bojs rin to 
the walls or gates not knowing whit to do and feirmg 
that they had lost their dear children for e\ er W liile 
they were m this state of grief what was their surprise 
and joy to see their bojs coming o\er from the Roman 
camp driving their w icked master before them *1 he 
Falenans were so much moved b> the generous 
conduct of Camillus, that ihe> resoh ed to give up 
^own and to make peace They sent messeufers (0 
Camtllus, who bade them go on to the Senate si iJome 
to whom they gave this message 
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men of Faleni give oarbclves up to vou, O 
Senators, because we see that the Romans love justjce 
better than v ictorj We thinlw that we shall be better 
gov emed bj 3 ou than b3 oar ow n laws , nor shall you 
ever repent of vour generositv, nor we of being under 
rour govemment’ 

Both fnends and enemies ihanled Camilhis for w hat 
he had done jveacc was made and the armj came back 
to Rome 

These great v ictories made Carmllus \ cry proud, and 
manv men in Rome began to enw him, and to think 
that he was growing too great And after many qiiar 
rels they persuaded the Senate to banish Camillns from 
Rome 
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THE TAKING OK ROME 

the northein part of Ual\ there lived at this tune 
.1 people called the Gauls The> were of the same 
lace as the Scotch Highlanders, who are still some 
times called GaeK, and were a fierce and savage people 
who loved fighting. The\ aic described to us as tall 
strong men with fair hair, who wore dresses of manj 
colours, hike the Scotch plaids u«d were armed with 
shields and long hro.ndswords It was manv vears 
before the time of which 1 am now telling >oii that the 
Gauls Ind firs.t crossed the Alps, and settled in North 
ern ItaK , hut the\ now began to march further ssonth 
and attacked Clustum 

The people of Clusium sent to Rome to beg for help 
The Sen ite refused to send an ann> to their aid, but 
chose three \oung nobles of the famih of Fabius as 
ambassadors to gt» to the Gauls, to trv .and make peace 

When the three Fabii arrived in the Oanhsh camp 
lhe> were led before the king and spoke to him thus 
The Roman Senate, O king, would have >oti pm .m 
end to the wai against the Clwsians whvr have never 
injured >ou If it should be needful, know that the 
Romans w ill fight v\ ith j ou to defend their friends and 
allies 5 but they will gladly be at peace vt ith v ou if you 
will stop fighting ■ 
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* We will male p^ace with the Ciusians,* answered 
the Gaulish ling, • xi th i v *11 give up to u» a part of 
their lands li not, we wU fiyhc them in your prt 
ecnce, Romans , and then >oii rmv iro home and tell 
>our fellow-counlrjmcn how nmch Lrarer the Gaols 
are tbaa an> otfier people ' 

•But,' said the ambassador, ‘what right have )oj 
to come aaJ ta-e the laiJiof Clusmm t What ba\e 
>oj to do ID Ejur,a 

• That I will booa s*»o \ >oa ui h this good »word ’ 
erted the Gaul herc.Jj ‘A brave man has a n^kc to 
everj thing ' 

So the ambassadors went bad to Clusiuni, aad all 
was got ready for hghtme 

Now it ha» als^ ays beea a ru'c among nations that an 
ambassador ongfat to ta>^e no part to war He must 
not dgbt . and if be wc'e to be harmed bj any one of 
the people to whom he is seal, it woaJtd be a great 
wrong Bat the Roman ambassadors, when ibej saw 
Ifaeir Clasian fnend> inarch our against the Gauls, 
could not resist the pleasure of going with them The 
battle began, and Quintus Fabius attached the Gaulish 
general and ran him throtgh with his spear The 
Gaols soon found out that t was the Roman ambas 
sador who had Idled rbeir general, and their rage 
against the Romans was so great, that they left off 
fi ghting the Clnsians and marched away to their camp 
to plan what should be done Some of them wished 
to march straight to Rome , but the elder men deter 
mined first to send messengers to the Senate, to ask 
Ihat the Fabii should be given up to them 
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Ihe Romans, however, mstend of punishing the 
Tabu pniscd them and chose them to be chief ofhcefs> 
in ilie army for the next year hen the Gauls heard 
of ilus their anger vv as verv great for they were a pas 
bionate and sav age people and they at once set out for 
Rome The people uv.the tow ns and v lUages through 
which they passed were aery much frightened at the 
wild and strange warriors, but they, when they saw 
the people trying torunawayiosavethemselves cned 
out in a loud voice that they would do them no harm, 
and that they were going to punish the Romans 
New s soon cam- to Rome c f th" terrible enemy that 
w as bo near and the Fabti and the other generals led 
out the army to m-et them The generals were care 
le s and did not make great preparations as they ought 
to ha\ e done against their new foe The soldiers 
too instead of being eager for battle a> they usually 
w ere were very much afraid of th-'*© fierce strangers 
whose arms and looks and w ays of fighting w ere quite 
di3erent from anything ever seen m Southern Italy 
before And if they were afraid when they set cut 
they grew much more terrified when the two armies 
came near together and thev could bear the Gauls 
shouting out their war songs and clashing their arms 
as their wild and savage fashion was 

They net on the banks of Uie luec Allia eleven 
miles from R »me Brennu': the king of the Gauls 
led his army to tlie allai.1 and the battle d d not la-it 
long, for neilh-r officetx uoi sold eis in the Roman 
many behaved like Romans 1 hey thought of 
loth ng but of saving them elves and turned and fled 
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tf itilUitt htriViUk single !>J<»« Mdli\ Ucnl t<» ^ c i 
others tfjct! !o 'w»ii> Jht Tiljer »ii ! inan\ ^^crc 

<l*o«nc«l t!>^rt Iwirjg tirr 1 1 J J uttgluil il Miib) their 
hci'> armonr niin> ucrc'iiaiib} tfn. trienu a-nliev 
tried to cscTiw c>thr*'» t >t ■••ifcl} l* Remit and fed 
irit i the Capitol m Mich htMt tint tlie> «lil njtcvcn 
^Ji It the cU> Ciitc-. nfitf llitm 

Tilt (»iuN Merc *|uit« I^l m«btf I i> tiicir t »«\ 
t let 'ind f >r j u hilc M'mkI ^till nt ti the) liarill> 
kricM Mint li d hap^nttU Ji u it It'*! ’•eemg that 
the K(iman> hml nil tied. thc> m irciiLt} • n nnd rctcht-el 
the ai) oIkum MifiMTf When the) ( imd tint the tnte- 
Mcrtoptn and ww thitituiiie erne to rtM>t ilitin 
tht> thought ihtt the nfin\ mntt lie i« the 

ell) rend) to niia I tlicnr if tho went in twi is die 
etcnin*' wnwcmln^ on ilic) cneitnjicil imiide the 
nnlli for the ntgiit 

III the tiieaiilinic the terror tt> R( n c u ts \tich is 
haJ ne^erbwcii known there before The Romms 
>i]ppo&cd that lU their orni\ h'ld been kiltcd escept 
itie smsll number ^ll Ind cseiiK^d to Rome Rir 
they did it n know that i much lifgtf ntiinbtr hid 
lied io\eii The whole e*tt) was filler! with waiimj. 
and Jamenling As llitj had iio hol>e of defending 
th* cil) with so few ioltliers It was resolved thaf tiu 
V >unc and sironL rnen with their wives and children 
and tbe ‘Strongest of the fccnators should go to the 
Uapitol which vras t ntcep rockj hill defended aailh 
strong walls and towers 

^rms and laod were got together and ukeii to Ih* 
Lapitnl Tht) rloiicbr if thev emyld riefend the 



TUE TA.K1NG OF ROltH (>5 

temples of the gods, tvhich were on this bill, ond keep 
ali\e the strongest of the people and some of the 
ivenate, that the loss of the old people and of the rest 
of the city would have to be borae. And that the 
people who were left the city might bear their fate 
more patientlj , the aged nobles, many of whom were 
senator-*, and had been consuls, declared themselves 
ready to die with them ; so that they might not be a 
burden to the small number of men who were able to 
fight 

Many of the people fled out of the city , some went 
to neighbouring towns, others wandered about m the 
fields Eotre of the priests and priestesses (or vestal 
virgins as they w ere called) carried aw ay the statues 
of the gods and other sacred things, and fled with 
them to a town net far off 

When all had been made ready for the defence of 
the Capitol, the old men went back into their houses 
Those who had been consuls, or had held any other 
high office, clad themseKes m their splendid embroi- 
dered robes, and sealed themselies m their ivory 
chairs, and thus they waited for the coming of the 
enemy 

The Gauls spent the night outside the town, as I 
told you, but when morning came they marched m 
Thiy were much surpri'^ed to find no one m the 
streets, or pub ic places so after setting a small 
number of men to watch the Capitol, lest the garriaon 
there should rttack them unevpectedly, they began to 
go into the houses to look for plunder, and finding the 
doors of the great bouses where the nobles lived 
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unfnstencO, ihcj first went m to them There, to their 
crent Rbtonishment, ihc) found the srnnci old nobles 
filtlinc m their chairs of stitc so still nnd quiet that 
the Gauls did not knou if thej were real men or 
statues of the coda Then n Gaul stretched out his 
hand and touched Uic lonj; while beard of Papinus 
one of ihese old nobles to sec if lie were nhve 
I’apiruis ancrj at the inauh. struck tlie rude soldier on 
the head \ ith his nor> slaff At this the Gaul 
quickly drew liis sword and killed the ok! Roman 
Then the shiiehtcr bejran The Gauls ktllccl the old 
men, nnd plundered their houses and then rushed into 
the other houses, plundennc and scitinjr them on fire, 
nnd kilhnc the people who Ind not fled 

When the Romans in the Capitol saw their dear 
aty full of enemies plundering and biiminc and 
killing, and heard their should, the cries of the 
Romans and the noise of the fallioc houses, they 
were full of misery and sorrow They were {.o few 
that they could do nothing to help their friends but 
their courage still did not fail them and they rcsohed 
to defend the little hill which was all they had left to 
the very last 

After some days when the Gauls, had finished 
buramgand plundering the city, thej began to wish 
to take the Capitol too First they made an attack 
upon It, and tried to climb up the sides of the hill The 
Romans let them come half way up and then suddenly 
set upon them threw them down the steep rocks and 
killed a great many So, finding that they could not 
take the Capitol by force they resolved to lay siege 
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to It Thej left t small number of their wsmors to 
^ ginrd It so thnt no one should go m or come out 
while others of their troops plundered the countrj 
round or attickcd the towns that were near 

I told \ou in the last stor> that the bnve Caniillus 
had been banished from Rome he had gone to Use in 
a town called Ardea When he heard of all the mis 
fortunes of Ins coimtij he was more unhappy than his 
own troubles had made him and he wondered what 
had become of those brave soldiers who had fought 
with him at Veil and Falern News was brought to 
Ardea that the Gauls were coming and the ter 
nfied Ardeans asked Camillus what they should do 
When he heard these things he went to the Ardean 
Assembly and spoke m these words to the people 
>Iy old friends of Ardea he said I hope none of 
you think that I forget all the kindness you have 
show n me since I came to your city And now m this 
danger It Is fitting that every one should do what he 
can for the comuion good How can I show you how 
grateful 1 am to you better than at such a time ? And 
how can I be of use to you eacept in war ? For m my 
own country I had some fame as a soldier Now 
then Ardeans you have a chance of repaying the 
Romans for all their kindness to vou and also of wm 
nmg for your city a glorious name m war The people 
that are comuig against you are men who are very 
big but not so strong as they look They are tired 
with the siege of Rome and they wander about the 
country fill ng themselves with meat and wme which 
they get by thieving tVhen mgbt comes on they lay 
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tb^nia^lvcs down withoat any camp or sentinels in 
tbe fields or by the river sides, like so mfiny\ ild 
bea-its , and since their \ictory they are even more 
card ss than they were before Novi, then, if you 
dare defend jour town, stand to jour arms when 
e\eninc comes on, and follow me, and if I do not 
gi\e you the chance to kill them li e ^ ild beasts when 
they are asleep banish me from Ardea, as I was 
banished from Rome ' 

E\ ervbody before this believed that there never was 
such a man for war as CamiJltis, and the Ardeans 
noA\ followed his advice A* soon as it grew dark, 
they met him at the city He led them out, and 

they had not gone far before thcj came to tbe place 
where the army of the GaaU lay sleeping There 
were no guards nor senimels, so the Ardeaas nrshed 
upon them nod kiJleJ great numbers of them, ua 
armed and Tsleep Of the rest of the arm j some w ere 
killed bj the people of other towns neir Ardea and 
some fled away to their fello i countrymen at Rome 

la the mcantirne the part of the Roman armj which 
had Eooe to \ eij wa^ getting larger , for not only 
more Romans came to join tl ena who had fled from 
Rome when the Gauls took it, but many soldiers tame 
in from the towns of Latium to help them When 
they heard of the victorj ih»t Camdlos had won over 
the Gauls they determined to ask him to come and 
lead diem They did not like to do this without 
asU ig the leave of the senators at Roire , y el it was a 
diihcult thing to get to them, as they were on Iht. 
Capitol *«rroind«J bt the vrnv of the Gattls A 
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foung maa called Pontius Comlnius offered to do his 
best to take the message. He easily got to the Tiber, 
and then swam down the river till he came to Rome. 
The side of the Capitol nearest the river was a very 
steep craggy rock, and the Gauls did not watch it as 
carefully as the other sides, thinking that no one 
could climb it. Bat Pontius crept out of the river, 
managed to scramble up the rock, and so got into the 
Capitol. He was taken to the senators, and gave 
them his message from the army at Veii. They were 
very glad to hear the good ns.vs he brought, and sent 
word to the soldiers that the Senate recalled Camillus 
from banishment and made him dictator. The young 
man then went back the same way that he had come, 
and got safely to Veii. 

Now, though Pontius got safely away, he had not 
been able to help leaving on the rocks the marks of 
where he had scrambled down, and the Gauls, u hen 
they saw these footprints, found out that some one 
had been up the cliffs whicli they thought could not be 
climbed. 

' If the Romans can get up, why should not the 
Gauls do the same ? ’ said one of the boldest of them. 
And the nest night, when it was dark, he climbed up. 
When he came down, it was resolved that a party 
should go up and attack the Romans while they were 
asleep So they began to climb, helping one another 
and pulling one another up as best they could, all 
without speaking a word. 

Now the Romans, trusting in the steepness of the 
rocks, kept careless guard ; they were all asleep, and 



70 


STORIES FROM TnE niSTORY OF ROME 


SO qmstly did the Gaufs come up that no one heard 
them , even the dogs slept on But in one of the 
temples near the walls there were some geese \%hich 
uere sacred toJanothcgoddesso/thattemple These 
gee'e %\ere disturbed b> some sound that the Gauls 
made, and began to cickle and clap their tMcgs 
They made such a noise that thc> ayyolce ^Jarcus 
Harl us, tibrate Roman, y\ho had been consul three 
years before Springing up, and seizing his weapons, 
Jlanlms ran out to see what yyas the matter \\ hen 
he came near the temple, tyhat vyas his surprise to see 
the tall figure of a Gatil standing on the wall at the 
lop of the roeV. ^fanJ»us shouted to the other Romans 
to follow him, and rushing at the Gnul he gayebim 
suchablow y\iih Ins shield, that he Vnotked him right 
the yyah and down the rocks outside The fall of 
this man knocked dovyn some of those yyho were 
standing below him, and fnghteoed the others so that 
lhe> dropped their weapom* Bv thi^ time the other 
Romans had joined Manlius and the) threw their 
spear> and large stones down upon the Gauls putting 
them into such fear tJiai thej fell down the rode, and 
man> of them were killed 

Nest morning ibe soldiers yyere tailed together 
before the genera’s, who praised Manlius for his 
b-ayerj , but thej ordered that the sentinel who ought 
to haye been watching the part of the wall where the 
Gauls climbed up, should be throyvn down the rocL 

Afte** this both the Roman and Gaulish guards 
kept better watch But now both parties began to be 
troubled by want of food, and laanw of the Gauls fell 
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ill and died They were used to live m a much cooler 
country, and the heat of Rome made them ill The 
Romans, too, were quite tired of being: shut up in 
the Capitol Their food was nearlj finished, the 
boldiers grew so weak that they could hardly bear the 
weight of their arms, and they began to think that the 
dictator Camillus would never come to dri\e away the 
Gaals So both parties were \ery glad to make a 
truce, that is to agree that tbc> would not fight each 
other for se\eral days The Romans said they would 
make anv conditions the Gauls liked, and the Gauls 
said they would go awaj if the Romans would 
give them a thousand pounds weight of gold The 
Romans agreed to this, and Sulpiciiis, one of the 
generals, was sent to Brennus, the king of the Gauls 
to pay him The gold had to be weighed for it was 
not in coins, such as we have, but in lumps The Gauls 
tried to use weights which were not fair, so as to get 
more gold than they ought to haie had Sulpicius 
saw this, and told them it was unfair and shameful 
Then King Brennus threw bis sword into the scale 
exclaiming, ‘ Woe to the conquered • 

The weighing was not yet done, when to the joy of 
the Romans, the dictator Camilhis and his soldiers 
•urrived When he saw what they were doing he was 
very angry 

‘Begone,’ he said to the Gauls and do you, 
Romans, take away that gold 

The Romans at first said they could not obey him 
and told him what they had promised before he came 

' The promise cannot be kept,’ he answered, ' no 
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Rora^a Jnd tiny neht to maVo such a promise withont 
the leave of the dictator 

Then ttimiflc to Urcnnus, he bade him £et 3iis men 
ready for battle 

The Gauls seized thcir arms and attacked the 
Romans with more race than skill They ^ve^e dnven 
back and forced to flj and at last had to marcli out of 
the city The Romans folloucd them and another 
battle was foiisht ohoiit e>cht miles from Rome in 
winch the Gauls were all kilted their camp was taken 
and not one man was left to carr> the news back to 
their o\m country 
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THE GULF IN THE FORUM 

So'ir jenrs after the takinjr of Rome b\ the Gauls, 
the people of Rome N\ere greaiK troubled by a strange 
thing that happened m the cuj 
The ground m the middle of the Forum, or market 
place, split and sunk doxrn to a great depth, leaving a 
large hole or gulf so deep that no man could tell 
uhere the bottom of it might be The Romans tried 
to fill It up, and threw m cartloads of earth and stones 
but it was of no use Howe\ermuch thej threw m, 
the gulf still seemed to be as deep as ettr , do what 
they would, they could not find the bottom 

So wonderful a thing, the people thought, must be 
caused by the anger of the gods They enquired of 
the prophets, and begged tbero to pray to the gods, 
and to sa> what the Roman people must do to win 
pardon 

At last the prophets brought their answer, which 
was as follows — 

• If the Roman people would ha\e their republic last 
for ever, let tbero throwr into the gulf the best and 
most precious thing that there is m Rome ’ 

Then all the people began to consult and talk to- 
gether, that they might find out wha was the most 
precious thing in Rome Some said gold, and others 



74 STORIES FROM THE HISTORY OF ROME 

jewels, and others corn Some said one thing and 
some another 

But a hra\ e young man called Marcus Curtius came 
forward and said, 

‘ There :s nothing m Rome so precious as the bra\ e 
heart and good weapons of i Roman ^ 

Then, when nil were silent, he looked at the temples 
of the gods Uiat stood on the Capitol and could be seen 
from the Fonim, and stretching his hands out first to 
wards heasen and then towards the deep gulf at his 
feet, he \owcd to sacrifice himself for Rome 
He then put on bis armour, and mounting his good 
horse rode to the gulf and leaped m, while crowds of 
men and women flung fruit and flowers in after lum 
The earth closed oser him , and for hundreds of > ears 
afterwards the place where the gulf hid been wis 
called the Cnrtnn Pool 
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THE STORY OF TITUS MANLIUS 


The Romans Vvcre taught from their childhood that 
they ought to love their conntT> more than an> other 
thing They nere also taught that it was their dutv 
to obey then father, and that be might do anj thing he 
pleased nith them Eten if a Roman father were 
cruel or unkind, his son would hire been thought ten 
had if he had not been obedient and dutiful to him 
To show rou how real and strong this feeling was, 1 
.\ ill tell you the story of Titus Manlius 

There Inedin Rome a man of noble family called 
Lucius Mintius, who, because of his proud and stem 
temper w as swrnamed ‘ The Imperious He w as 
made dicfrtoi, and raised troops in Rome to fight 
agiinst a neighhounng people called the Hemicans 

Luciu' 5 Manlius had one son whose name was Titus 
This young man was not clerer and stammered when 
he spoke his father treated him imkindH for he 
would not let Titus live in Rome, but sent him awa} 
into a country ullage where he lived with the rough 
peasants, and had no chance of being able to learn and 
improve himself 

The Romans did not like the proud Manlius, and 
when his time of being dictator was oier one of the 
tnbunes of the people, called ilarcus Pomponius 
brought a complaint against hun Pompomus said 
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that Manilas had been very cruel and severe In his 
way of raising the troops 

* He has,’ said the tribimo, * taien a great deal of 
money from the people, and has imprisoned them and 
had them beaten Besides all tins, he has kept his 
own son who has done no wrong, away from tlie atj 
and his home, putting him to hard and rough work , 
and treating the young man like a slave instead of 
like the son of the greatest man m Rome And whj 
has Manlius done all this 7 Because the poor young 
man could not speak welt but stammered in his taR 
Ought he not rather, if he had been a kind father, to 
have been more tender to his soo, instead of punishing 
him for what was not a fault but a misfortune ? ’ 

When Titus Manlius heard (hat his father had been 
accused of cnielt> to h»tn he was very angry, for he 
was an obedient son, and he thought th'tt he ouglit to 
do and bear whatever bis father wished He was so 
unJ appy that Ins father should be broLght into trouble 
on Ins account that he set off at once for Rome He 
arrived there verj early m the morning, and went 
straight to th? house of the tribune Poraponius 

When Titos asked to see (he tribune, the servants 
told him that he was sull m bed , but thei went and 
told their master that the son of Manlius hid come, 
and wanted to speak to him The tribune hoped that 
Titus had some complaint to make egamst his father, 
and sent for him to come m 

When they had saluted eadi other, Titus spoke 

• I must see you alone, Pompoaius,' he said, * for I 
have a secret which cone must hear but you ' 



'rUe seiTanta left them, aud as soon as they were 
jone Titus drew a dagger from his belt, and standing 
er the tribune — 

‘ Swear to me,’ he cried, 'that \ou will never call 
he people together to judge my father, or I w, ill stab 
on at once I ’ 

The tribune wa-i dreadfullj frightened when he saw 
be dagger glitter before his ejes He was alone and 
inarmstl the young man wa* strong and active, and 
ealh meant to do ns he had said So Pomponius was 
obliged to swear that he would go no further m his 
accui^ation aganst tlie eider Manlius 
Tne people were ten. sorry that thej could not 
punish this stern and cruel mao. for the tribune was 
obliged to keep his word, but thej could not help 
admiring th“ love and dutj of Tuns, who was so good 
a son to so unls.iiid a father And m that same year 
they chose him to be one of the chief offieeis of the 
army 

Not long after dll’, a war broke out between the 
Romms and the Gauls The Roman army command 
ed by the die alor Titus Quintms Pennus marched out 
to meet the Gauls who had encamped about three miles 
from Rim“, near a bridge over the river Amo 
Outntius pitched his camp on the other side of the 
river nearer to Rome so the bridge was between 
the two armies Bath tried hard to get possession 
of it, and there was a good deal of fighting, but 
neither party could keep the bridge and at last 
the armies went back ea^ to Us own side of the 
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Then R jjijranUL G.iiil came fomftrdnll alone cpoi 
the cmpi) bntlce, anti t\a\jnc his sword la the as", 
Bhouted ftloud 

* Let the bravest man nmoni; the Konnns come oot 
and ficht with me, that we im) see 1 / Uk Giuls or the 
Romans are the l>c\t warrior? ' 

The bravest of the Romm youths stood sjlcnt for a 
ttlulc, ashamed to rtfnsc to ficht, >ci not lilinc the 
danger of meeting so fierce an enemj’. At last Titus 
Mrthlins etme forward to the dictator. 

‘ General,' he said, * 1 should never have darcrl to 
step out of the r.aaks to figlii withuiii jour orders,— 
no, not if I had been sure that I should wtn th« victoo 
Hut. if>ou vMfl give me leave, 1 will show iliii 
great hiilkinc bntte, who is siniiting and bragging 
in front of the Gaulish standards, that 1 am come of the 
same race os that ^^onllus who threw the Gaul-, down 
the Tarpenn Rock ‘ 

MVcIl said, brave Manlius I ’ mswered the dictator, 

• you show that > our lov c for j our cornlrj' is a:, greoi 
CVS >o«r love for jour father Go on, and bj the help 
of the gods let the*? OauS see that Rome is not to be 
conquered 

Then the noting man s friends helped him 10 put rii 
his armour He took the shield or a foot soldier, and 
girt bimself with a good bpnnish snord So thej led 
him forth against the Gaul, who, as the savage custom 
of his people was, show ed bis joy at meeting his enemy 
by shouting out his war song, and making mockng 
faces at the Roman Then the rest returned to tlieir 
places, and the champions were left between the 
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irmies who stood to witch the fight with the greatest 
eigerness It wis more liLe seeing a plaj acted thia 
IcoUng at a reil combat so different did the two 
WTrnors appe n and so wneqml did thB> *106111 

Ihe Gaiil wisol gigantic size ind great strength, 
ho was cHd in 1 garment checked with man^ colours, 
his painted armour glittered with gold and round hts 
neck he wore a twisted collar of gold He carried a 
shield and a long and heavy broadsword The 
Roman though much smaller was strong and active 
His dress was not half so ga> and his armour was 
more useful than splendid He came forward quietly, 
without useless shouts or waviogs of his weapons but 
keeping all his strength for the hard work of the 
battle Thus they stood between the two armies and 
the Gaul who towered abo\e the Roman holding his 
shield before his body with his left hand struck at 
Manlius with his long bioadsword So great a stroke 
was It that the noi^e of it could be heard far away as 
Manlius caught it on his shield and so remained un 
hurt Then before the Gaul had lime to strike again 
Manlius ran close to him and knocking up the giant s 
shieldwithhisown he plunged his short double edged 
sword again and again into the body of bis enemy 
Down fell the Gaul and his gigantic body lay stretched 
out covering a great space of ground Manlius stoop 
ed down and unfastening from the throat of the dead 
man tlie golden collar he wore clasped it round his 
own neck and returned to his friends The army of 
the Gauls was struck with surprise and fear but the 
Romans with shouts of joj and triumph led their brave 
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feet again, Manilas ran his spear into his throat, and 
so killed him. 'Then, dismoanting, he seized the arms 
of the Latin, carried them to his companions, and rode 
back in triumph vith them to the Roman camp. He 
hastened to his father’s tent, little thinking of nhat 
tras groin" to happen. 

‘Father,’ said he, when he stood before the consul, 

* to show you that I am xsorlliy to be > our son, I bnng 
yon here the ».poi!s of a Latin knight who defied and 
challenged me. and whom I have slain fairly in single 
combat.' 

When the consul had heard his sonS words, he 
aanrered him nothing, but turned away his face. 
Present!) he ordered the soldie''s to be called together 
bv tbs aotind of a trumpet, and then, m the presence 
of all. he spoke to ht» son in the«c words: 

• Titus Manlius. > ou have forgoitco the obedience a 
soldier on es. his general, and the respect a son should 
show to his father’s commands, and >03 have dared 
to fight the cftcm> against our orders If) on were 
not to be pmishetl for doing this, the Roman soldiers, 
vrho, till now, base been careful in their duty and obe- 
dient to their JcvJcrs, miglil grow c.arelcs», and so the 
army of Rome would become wesk and useless 
JCo.s, therciore. I must choose whether I hjU do m> 
duty to Rome and punish my con, o'' sshetber iny lose 
for ray *0° nafce me forget niy dut> to Rome 
I choose that > ya an J I shsH pay fo- our rashaess and 
follyf Rome shall rot be the w o-sc 

, for me. the Jove that all fathers feel for ihel* 
a-^ti the p'tvsfs of )onr courage- that you base 
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just shown me grle\ e me deeply but since yon must 
die for having disobejed the consuls, sho^\ mo that 
^ou ire v,orth> to be my son by submitting cheerfully 
to the pumshment 

Then he bade the lictors bind his son which thej 
did -ind then cut off his head 
The 'wmy w as greatly surprised by the se\ eiit> of 
the consul and\erj sorrj for the bTa\eionng Manlius 
and a splendid funeral was made for him But the 
fear of being treated m the same \\ a> made the soldiers 
moru obedient and the guards and sentinels more 
atchful This did much good m the u ar that follow 
d which ended in the Mclorj of the Komans 
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yowAg cliampion to the dj^atoT And from that day 
Manlius was called Torqualus, from the Latin word 
(torriuj-^) \ hjch ineana a collar, Iccau'chehadwcn ihi 
golden collar from the CJRoniic Gaul 
The end of the slori of Titus Manljos ts a tad oiC, 
b u Jt ts jn*tTCiling Yoj will hear how he nbo pa e 
such full obej en*^ lo 'in o an father, and also to hn 
general, cxpcctel the same obedience anj dm* from 
bis soa aad jou \m 11 bea* too how stcml> bera^ibhed 
that son for t* e want of it 
Many rear, after lbs fijht bs'neea Manlmv aad Ibe 
Gaul there wi-t a war b' wesa the Romans and the 
Latins Manila, was ib^n oae of the coi>uls, and he 
and hts fellow cons t1 led the Roman arm. out and tn 
camped before the to vn of Capua The J^tms were 
of ths same race as the Romaa., their manacr», cus- 
tocn> and language were the sam'^ , and a, they bad 
been a1hc« man) the Rumaos had friends in the 
Latin arms The coasub because of this, agreed 
together that ib'' soMiera mn-.l be kep ’rer> strictly 
and ses erely Aad they scat a crier through the camp 
to ^ay that no man was to fight w j h the enemy out of 
hi3 rank or w iibout the co-nmand of tae coa»u!s 
Noa it happened that among the leaoera pt the 
horsemen w ho were scot out Ecom the Roraaa camp to 
find out what the Latins were dong was a son of the 
consul ila ilius who was called Titu , as hi3 father 
was Voong Manlius was \cry bra\e and full of 
spirit, and was eager to make his name tatnous by 
some brave deed as bis rather bad done One day 
when he wa> riding fmt with his tiXHip he met a P’irty 
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ol the enemy s horsemen, tvhose leader was a younc 
man cl noble family and great courage, named 
Gemmus ^lettuis Metlius Inctt the consul s son 
and called out to him 

‘ What,' said he do > ou Rotrnns mean to fight the 
Latins with ore troop of horse ’ What has become of 
your tu o consuls md > out cr’^'it arm j ? ’ 

‘You will see what has become of them soon 
enough, nnsveretl M inlius At the battle of Lake 
Regillus yon had as much fighting with us as you 
wanted but you shall ln\e plenty more of it before 
we have done wuh you 
Mettiiis laughed 

' Before that dreadful day comes said he ' when 
yon mean to do such wonderful tilings will jou dare 
to fight with me thatall the world mav see how much 
braver n Latin knight is than a Rom in 
Manlius was very angry at the mocking words of 
Mettius, and forgetung ln^ fuller i commands and the 
decree of the consuls he Najd be was ready to fight 
The rest of the horsemen stood aside so as to give the 
tvvoyoung men plenty ot room for the battle, and they 
set spurs to their horses md chirged one another 
fiercely with then sliarply poin eU speirs The lance 
of Alanljus ]ust glared the helmet of the Latin while 
Mettius slightly wounded the neck of the Roman s 
horse Then turning their horses they charged a^ain 
Manlius raised himself ii lus saddle and pierced his 
enemy s horse between ihe ears The horse, frighten 
ed by the pain of Uve wound reared and plunged and 
threw Mettius wnd while he was trying to ° 
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just shov\*n me erierc me deeply but since you must 
die forhTvmg disobejed the consuls show me that 
\ou -ire wonhi to be son b> submitting cheerfully 
to the punishment 

Then he bade the lictors bind his son which they 
did and then cut o5 his head 

The army was greatly surprised by the seventy of 
the consul andvery sorry for the braveyowng Manlius 
and a splendid funeral was made for him But the 
fear of being treated m the same w av made the soldiers 
more obedient and the guards and sentinels more 
watchful This did much good m the war that follow 
ed which ended in the victory of the Romans 
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THE DE^TH or DECIUS 

Is the last s^ory I told toj how Tttos Manljo^ loved 
hts coactry bene*- than bis soa. Now I am goicg to 
tell yon how Pcb’iiiS Dea-s Mos, v, ho was coascl at 
the same tune as )Ianhn> loved his coantry better thaa 
btxDseli 

Some sears before the time wh»n Manlms and 
Deems we^e consuls togetb-r, awartrokeoat between 
the Romans and the Saasites. \ alenns Corvas; who 
was then consul, gained a great vi'-o-y over the 
Saninites lO Campan^ Tie other consul, Cornelius 
Cosyu^i advanced towards Samnicm, and in doing so 
Jed his aTny through a pa>s lo vetch was a carrow 
valley On one s ae of ibis valley the Samni e army 
was hidden among the roc».s 'o tba* th** Romans 
co>.ld not see them The Samn ‘es m'^aded, as soon 
as all me Roxran am]> were tn the vahey and trying 
to make their way through the aarroweat part, to ni b 
upon them and so mu an easy vi'^o'y Fommately 
the Romans fooed oat tha* the Sainnrtes were zn 
ambush mere b^'ore tfa“ tsco e army vas in the 
vaLey , and \ h^e consul s as planning bow he 
could get his so die-^ »3*e-j o-* of this dangerous 
place Publias Deacs one oi his omcers, came to him. 
Deans bad noMced that there « as m the pass a hill 
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from which all that was being done "br 'iJ© SaTn'nite& 
could be seen, and that it would be easy for lightly 
armed men to seize it before the enemy could pTe\eiit 
them 

‘ See you not Cornelias,' he said to the consul, ‘ the 
top of yonder Vill abo\e the Saranites ? If tse can take 
that hill v,e shall be safe Give me a feu soldiers and 
let me try to take it and if I do so then do you 
march y OUT army out of the pass uiihoutfear Tor 
th® enemy being just under thehjll will not dire to 
follou you for fe^f of our attacking them behind As 
to us, the good fortune of Rome and our oun coumge 
uill bring us safely back to vou 
The consul \raised Deems for his brave plan and 
having got together the soldiers be had asked for, he 
marched quickly and silently through the rods 'ind 
got possession of the hill before the enemy noticed 
him 

The Samnites did not know uhat to do when they 
found that Decius hid posted himself so well on the 
top of the hill Thev dd not dare to pursue the 
consul VNho was now able lo mwh the main body of 
the army safely out of the pass and they were afraid 
to charge up the hill and nttacl Decius Before they 
could make up their mmds what to do night came on 
Decius w oodered that the Sammies did not attack 
him but when evening came he called some of his 
ofEcers together and spoke to them 

How idle OT how ignorant these Samnites are ’ said 
he they might by this time have shut us up m ditches 
and walls but not a man has begun to work They 
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do not sccTi 10 knot\ -what to do But ne shall be as 
stupid as they arc if we sti> here a minute longer 
than s\c need Come on then with me , and before it 
eroKstoo da-k, let ussee hor thfr> ha\e placed their 
ffuards and nherc we may ont mest easily 

Then h** snd some of the other ofT cers dressed 
ibcmselves hie cjmmon soldiers ^nd so«ent and 
found ojt all that he wanted to inoi Then he sent 
word to the soldiers that the} shonlt] nil come to him 
rjuitc silent!} and read} armed 

Fellou soldiers,* he said Uep silcnec while I 
speaL to j on, nncl if \ on agree to m\ plan, show me that 
joudo sob} going to lu} right hand 1U are here 
surronnded bj anenemj , but ve are not hie men who 
has e been o\ er talcn because thej arehzj orcowardlj 
Voii won this place b> sour hra\cn and the same 
bra\er} must help )ou to get out ^o^l ssved n 
Roman arxn> b> coming here — no'> ■sate voursehes 
\<3Uv,ho dehscred so TO3n> though vou are so fet\ 

> ou need no h'^Ip b it j our own e hare to do w ith 
an enem} so stupid that thej never found out this, 
important hiH till vre had taKen « i ou outwitted 
them wiien ther were atta».e , surelx it wiU not be 
difficult to do so again now that ther are asleep 

•Thereisonlj one m) of safety left us t\einusi 
saJIj ont and mate our wav through the Samnites 
who surround us Ivow lbe> are all sound asleep 
and >on shall try pass through them in silence with 
out their inowiog that you are there bnt if they 
traie, then astonish them by setting up a sudden out 
err and dreadful shouts and cut your waj thiougb 
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them with yonr good swords. And now, let those of you 
who thmk my plan a good one pass to my right hand.’ 

Every man of them went to Ws right hand, and 
Dedvis at once led them down the hill, and into the 
enemy’s camp. 

Thsi hid got safely to the middle of the camp, 
when one of the Romans .»s he stepped across the 
guards who were lying fast asleep, happened to 
stnmhle .against a shield, which gave such a clang that 
the sentinel to whom it belonged .awoke Starting up 
he awoke the man next him. who ga\e the alarm to 
others At first the Sammies did not know whether 
these strangers were friends or enemies. wheUier the} 
were the Romans on the hill, or whether they were 
some of the consul’s solliers come back to attack them 
Bui Deciusnow commanded his men to set up a shout, 
which they did, and so startl-d and amazed the 
Samaites that they were .all confused and did not know’ 
w’hat to do So Deems .nd his soldiers, striking 
down the guards who tried to stop them, broke 
through, and got safely away from their foes 

U was still dark, and when they had got quite out 
of danger, Dscius stopped and spoke to his followers 
‘ This noble deed of youis, my bra\e Romans,’ he 
said, ‘ wall be praised and admu'ed for many a hundred 
years But now, you deserve better than that dark 
ness and silence should cover yon A\hen you return 
with so mudi glory to ihc camp Here, therefoie, let 
us rest and wait for day ’ 

The soldiers obeyed him gladly, and as soon as jt 
was light he sent a messenger to the consul to tell him 
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of their eotnin?' As sooa ss the soldiers In the 
Roman camp heard that the brave men who had 
risked their lives to save the army were coming back 
safe, they ran out to meet them i\ith thanks and 
praises, calling them deliverers, and giving thanks to 
the gods When Decius and his followers came to 
the consul s tent, Cornelias called all the arnii to 
getlier by sound of trumpet, and began to make a 
speech to them m praise of Deaus 
But Decius interrupted him 

‘ General,’ he said • do not waste the time in prais 
ing me, but take the chance and attack the Samnites 
while they arc still in fear and wonder ’ 

The consul took bis ad\ ice, and the arm> at once 
marched back and charged the enemy, who did not 
expect them, and were quite unprepared 

Many of the Samnites were unarmed and straggling 
about the pass I he Romans easily drove tliembacl 
into their camp and then folloned them there, took 
and plundered it, and killed a great many of the 
Samnites 

Next diy the consul called the Roman army to 
gether, and finished making the bpeech in praise of 
Decius which had been intemipied the day before 
Many rich presents weregiten to Deems, and among 
them was a crown of gold His brave soldiers too 
were tvell reivarded 

I must now go on to that war against the Latins, 
m which young Titus M-mlius was put to dcatli by bis 
father’s order The elder Manlius and Dccius were 
consuls at that time ns I told >ou After the death 
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ot ihe youns man, the two «>nsuls tesolved to fight t. 
battle w uh the Latins, and thoj dreA\ tip their nrmy in 
proper order, Manlius Icadinr the right and Deems 
the left wmg At first they fought on both sides with 
the same braverj , but after a %\hi*e the Romans on the 
left wing, who were commanded b> Dctuis, found the 
Latins too strong for them, and began to give wa> 
Wh''n Deems saw this he cjlled to him Marcus 
Val“rijs the high pnesl of the Romans, and said, 

‘1 see Valerius, that we are now in want of the 
help of the god» Do joii now, therefore, say the 
solemn words with which I may devote myself for our 
arm/, and I will lepsat them after you ’ 

The Romans believed that a general could certamly 
wta victory for his army by himself as they 

called It. The general must say some very solemn 
words, standing mouc particular way, and wearing a 
certain dress Then if he let himself be killed directly 
afterwards they believed that the army against which 
ha was fighting would certainly be destroyed 

Valerius toll Decius to put On a long embroidered 
purple mantle, and to cover his head with it then to 
stand with both his feet on a spear, while he said after 
him these words — 

O Jupiter Mits and all ye heavenly and infernal 
gods I aak your pardon and I pray for your favour 
I pray that you will give victory and power to the 
people of Rom'’, and strike their enemies with fear 
and death And for the good of the people of Rome» 
I here devote the army of the enemy and myself to 
the infecnal gods ' 
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When he hid said thispnjcr, he sent a messenger 
to the other consul Manlitis, to tell him what he 
had done Then, girding his purple mantle round 
him nnd taking his arms, he mounted his horse and 
spurred into the midst of the enemy To both armies 
be seemed wonderful more like a god than a man 
Wherever he came he terrified the Latins, he rode 
right through their front ranks and then charged into 
their tmin body, while the> stood trembling, struck 
with fcir and nwe Anti when at last be fell, beaten 
down by numbers, the I alms began to girebackin 
thetr terror, while the Romans fell upon them with 
redoubled courage 

When Manlius heard of what Deems bad done, he 
wept for him and praised him for daring to die for 
Rome Then he led on some of the Roman troops 
who had not yet fought 

•Fonvardl' he srid •Remember your country 
and your parents your wives and children and more 
than all remember your noble consul w ho gave him 
self to die tint >ou might win the victory ’ 

The soldiers full of hope and courage charged the 
Latins with such fury that they defeated them killed 
a great number and put the rest to flight 
The body of the brave Deans could not be found 
that day for it w as late when the battle was ov er and 
evening was coming on But next roommg it was 
found lying covered w^th darts and speais among a 
heap of Latins whom he bad killed Maahus made 
a splendid funeral for him as bis great courage well 
deserved 
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THE CAUDINC FORKS 

Sojtu distance to the iouth of Rome, among the 
Apenniiie mountains, Hy the country of Sammura, 
where li\ed a brave and warlike people, who were 
for ratnj years at war with the Romans 
The general of the Saromte», at the time I am going 
to tell >ou about, was called Cams Pontius He was 
a brave and skilful soldier, the son of n s er> w ise old 
man, whose name was Herenmos 
When Pontius heard that the Romans were march* 
ing against Samnium, he led his army to a place 
called Caudium, in tlic mountains bctweei Rome and 
his own countrj He made some of his soldiers take 
off their armour and dress tliemselves like shepherds 
Then he sent them towards the Roman camp, driving 
sheep before them — so that the Roman sentinels, 
when they saw them, thought they were real shep 
herds The Romans took the disguised Samnite 
soldiers prisoners, and led them before their consul, 
Spunus Posturoms 

Posiumms asked the Samnites, whom he supposed 
to be shepherds, to tell him anything they could about 
the Sammte armj— where it was, and what n was 
doing They answered him, as their general had 
told them to do, that the Sammte army was gone into 
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Apulia in the south o! Italjr. and that it was be^le^lng 
Lucena, 0 town whose people V ere friends and allies 
of the Uomins Now, as the<e pretended shepherds 
alt told the same story, i'osttimtus thought ft must he 
true, and he determined to go to t!ic help of the 
Luccnans 

The shortest roid to Lucena xms past Candiam, 
uhere, as I told sou, Ponttusasd his nrmj really were 
Near Cudium un place cilleJ 1I12 Caudinc Forks — 
and I will lr> to de'vcribc it to >011, thxt joii mi) 
understand x\ hat ifterward-* hippened The road to 
Caudium went throorh a \er> narrow pass or %aHe> 
between two sueo rr>?x> clils, on ilic otliLf siJa of 
the pass, the x alley widened out into a large gre-n 
meadovx or plain coxeted wnh grass, and quite 
surrounded hy <xtccp hills 

The road xxent across this plain and then through 
another little jnss bctxxcen rock» steeper and more 
difficult e\en than the first These two passes x\ ere 
called the Oaudine Forks 

The Komnn anny marched through the first pass, 
and u cross the plain without nny difCcuItj, hut when 
they got to the second pa>s their surprise xxas great to 
find the road bfoef^eJ upiviih pilas of great stones, 
and xvilh trees xxhich bad been cut doxxn and thrown 
across It, so that neiCh-r man nor horse coud get 
through At the same time they saw the Samnite 
arm} appear on the bills aboxe the pass, sons ti 
prevent them from going round 

As quickly ns they conld, the Komaas turned as^ 
retreated across the plain to the pass by which they 
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had tx>mc , but u hen the> got there they found that 
the way out was blocked m the same manner, and 
guarded too b> Samnite troops All along the tops 
of the hills ro ind them thej could see their enemies, 
whom Pontuis had placed there, and they felt that they 
were shut in hopelessly, and were so astonished that 
they stood for a long time as still ts statues, not know- 
ing which ivay to turn, or what to do At last they 
set to w ork to pitch their camp and to fortify it. though 
the> saw \ eT> well how useless the w ork w as, and 
knew that the Samai es might, if they pleased, keep 
them shut up in that deep vallej , till they w ere starv ed 
to death The Samnite soldiers looked on, and laugh 
ed and mocked at the unhappy Romans, who turned to 
their generals and asked from them the comfort and 
help which the generals could not give 

and b> the night came on, and the soldiers 
gathering together, began to talk over their dreadful 
position, and to make plans as to what w as to be done 

‘ Let us break through the blockade said one, • and 
force our wav along the road 

• M ere It not beiiei cried another, to climb up the 
mountain sides and through the woods — any way so 
that wc carrj our swords with us and thatwemai 
v-oiue at the enemy ’ If we could only get at them, it 
would be easy enough to us Romans to fight these 
pitiful Samnites, whom we have beaten so often in the 
laviiinitj jears 

* Pooh I said a third * How can we possiblj get 
at the cnemj, with these steep bids hanging almost 
over OUT heads What does it matter whether we are 
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anned o* naanned. whether we st6 brare men or 
cowards ’ e are cajght like rats in a trap, and the 
Samaites need not ecen tronble themselres to draw 
their swords to kill vs, bnt znajr sit still and watch cs 
die,’ 

In sach talk thev passed the nisht, cann? neiiner to 
tale food or sleep 

The Samnites did not know what to do, or what 
wotild be the best waj* to use their rictor% At last 
they deeded to send to Hereanius Pontins, the father 
of thei' general, « ho. as I said, was o \ ery wise man, 
and ask hms what they oad better do Ueremuos was 
noM v-rj old and wns Iniagaqaiet Lfe at\a7£rom 
the toils both ot v ar and of soeernmeat- Bat though 
his bod) tsasso tveak, hts mmd was stroog, and hxs 
advic* was ven much *Ts?ected b> all the bamnite 
people 

WTien his son s mess'^ngers came to him, he sent 
back word that the Satnrutes oad better let the Roman 
army go home safe and onbart The Samnites did 
not uke this message at all, and told the messengers 
to go a second tune to Hereimins and ask him again 
what tnsy shoald do 

them kill every one of the Romans said 
Herencins 

U’hea these words we^ told lo the Samnites, thej 
"began to ta*nk that the old man*<5 mind njnat be grow 
ms a5 weak as his body, and that he could have no 
meaning in sending two sqch different message® 
S'ill, the> tfcojght Hc'enmns so wise, th_t they sent 
the m‘*sseage'5. a third time to persuade him to come 
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to their camp, that they might hear what he really 
thought with their own ears. So the old man was laid 
in a cart, and ilriven to the Satnnite camp ; and \\ hen 
he got there he spoke to them in these words : — 

‘ I advised j ou to let the Romans go safely home, 
because it jou do so great a kindness to this braVe 
people, you \\ ill make them > our firm friends for ever. 
But if you \\in not do this >oii must kill them all, so 
that they may not return to fight \ou again ; for the 
shame of then defeat will make them hate jou more 
tbaneser, and they wdl he more fierce and dreadful 
enemies than they ate now. If you will not do either 
of these things 1 have no third advice to give > on ' 
Then Pontius asked him if it would not bo better to 
spare the lives of the Romans, but to make them 
promise that they would not fight against the Samnites 
again. 

‘ By doing this,' answered Herennius, ‘ you will 
neither make the Romans >out friends nor prevent 
them from being your enemieb The> me such a 
proud and brave people tbal if you disgrace them they 
will never forgive >ou, and will nevei rest till they 
have punished you and revenged ihenaselves.’ 

But Pontius and his army would not take the old 
man's advice, so he went borne again 

By this time the Romans began to be m great want 
of food They had made several attempts to get out 
of the valley, but they were always beaten back At 
last the consuls sent tnessengers to Pontius, to try and 
make peace, or, if he would not make peace, to chal> 
lengo him to battle Pontius sent back word that the 
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battle T\as olreadf Tvon ; that the Komans '?\ere hfi 
pnsoners, and must lay donn their arm'!, and all pass 
under the yoke ; and that the consuls must promise 
that Rome would be at peace with S^mnium 

The yoke w as made by pl-mtioc tw o spears upnght 
m the ground, and t>m" a third spear to their tops, so 
as to make a sort of arch through which the army had 
to pass It was the custom at this time in Italy to 
make a beaten array pass under 'he joke, and this was 
considered a great dtigraca, because it showed that the 
army was completely conquered 
The consuls krei? that they bad no pow er to promise 
that Rome would keep peai.e with Samnium , but they 
thought that if U<c) did not promise, the S'^mmtes 
would lull all their army, aad they w ished to save their 
men, so they agreed to do all that Ronttus w ished 
\\ hen the Roman soldiers heard that the Sasmite 
general had sent word that they must all puss under the 
yoke, there was as ranch gnef and «orro^ m the camp 
as il be had said they should all be pnt to the sword 
They cried out against the consuls who had led them 
into such danger and disgrace Thev thought how 
shameful u would be to give up their armour and 
weapons They fancied how their proud enemies 
would insult and nock at them, and tow sadwonld 
be their retuni to Rome, whence they bad started with 
scdi joyful hopes of victory 
•We,’ cried they, ‘are the only army in the world 
that e\ er w as beaten without a battle — w itbout a sword 

being drawn who wore arms oa'y to give them up to 

our mortal enemies without striking a blow; and 
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It to nuke tis feel ..tii djs^i.uc iijnc hitterK 
n.'rd'.' f ■''-••""■-I'es ,„ ,h,^ ,|,c 

u, « ,s KUO tliat ll,c.j sl,„„l,| „,„rU, 

f ..,ch ,„.c 

* rsl, tilt urns, iK , ,u.„ .,IT ll.L.r s„U.,kI„1 

„ ‘ •'« •'"■I ''Hirers, anil laslK 

^»in^ ut th«. unfuriimut Koitiams, ^\I,„ .,o,,iai 
ha^ e been killed, tina ln;c had to be!r 

" isIneS <■ a Ioimi nhicli 

"ere k,!m ' “l ‘ "”<> "" '>at thai 

L f atone to ,ui a«a, 

thonn ,1 <a 'leep ,m tha bare ground 
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11,^11 'a""*:'’" •“ tto peoiile ut Capua that 

in ‘toman irmt « ,s„„t ,„,iMde the toon ■„ thin tad 
^ 11 k Capiuns were \er\ semv to heat it and 

iinmodtaleh tht\ sent iml plentv ot iluthe-> and food 
oi tl]^ soUlieis .ind to Iht tonsils thev sent arms and 
niscs ind sjjlendid ^.nments sulIi is siuied their 
h'Sh lank \\’hen tho Romans h id OaUen uid Llolhed 
tiieniseK cs ihe\ mirched into t, ipua Ihe jieople 
>• uiK niit to meet them with their n allies at their head 
"ilh kmc} wt.rds the\ 
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took them mto their booses, and treated them, like dear 
fnends But tlie Romans were so unhappj that 
all the kindness of the Capnans could hardh gel 
them to speak a word ore\en to lift up their eves 
from the ground The rest da\ lhe> went av’a\ to 
Rome seeming more ashamed and miserable than 
ever, and not speaking a word as they inarched 
along 

Now, by this time, news of the great misfontine at 
Caudium had got to Rome, and the whole city was 
full of mouirinng and gnef The shops were shut up 
the courts of law we“e closed the nobles left oS the 
splendid scarlet aud purple edged robes tbev geoeralh 
wore the lad es pot awas tbeir golden ornaments, a^’d 
all the people sho red la e»en iva> how great was 
their sorrow for the disgrace that b?d fallen on the 
name of Rome At first the people w ere ver> angrv 
with the ^Idierb and said that they ought act to be 
allowed to come into the city at ah Bat when the 
arms arrived iheir anger changed to pity fo- the nn 
happv men came marching into the town at night that 
the\ might not be seen and each soldier went a» once 
sil-ntly to his own house and shut himself up there— 
so that tor days after not one of them was to seen 
out of doors in the streets The consuls too shut 
themselves up in ih" same way and all they would do 
was to name a dictator who should govern the city till 
other consuls could be chosen As soon as could be 
the new consuls ^led Poslunuus before them that he 
m ght tell them about the shameful peace that he had 
made with the Saninitev at Caudmm 
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PostumiMs came mto ibew presence T,uh look* rs 
ji-id and unhappy, as on the da> %hen he had to pass 
under the \oke 

I knov\ well enough, said he, * that you have called 
me here not for honour but for shame, and that I am 
commanded to speak as one who is guiltj of a badlj 
managed war and a shameful peace I will onlj sa\ 
to defend mjself that I agreed to that pea'^ to save 
your arm> from being destroyed But 1 think that as 
itv>a!jmadet\ithout the pieople o£ Rome knowing any 
thing nbont it they need not keep the promises thnt I 
made Instead of keeping the agreement giceupto 
the Samnites the men who made these promises 
Were you Romans ever asked if you would agree to 
the peace ? Who can pretend that \oii ha\e deceived 
them \ on never promised anything to the Samnites 
and you ne\er ordered us to make an% agreements for 
yon We are the men who promised and is we can 
not keep our word we wiH give our lives instead 
Gx\ e us up to the Samnites then and let them do w hat 
they please w ith us and in the meantime let the consuls 
raise and arm all the soldieis they can and begin the 
war over again with bettei success 

The semte and cohmiIs were very sorry for the 
brave Postumius but thev ,»nd all the people could hnd 
no better wsy of freeing ibemhelves from the treatv of 
peace to which he had been forced to agree Every 
one piaisecl him for beint. ready to give his life for his 
country and the Romans were so filled with anger and 
soeagerforwai that a giealarmvwis soon laised and 
with the consul* at it* head marched tOT.ard8 Caudium 
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Before the ann> »\enr the heralds with Posturnni'* 
iml liseoihersssljo « ere to be giren up to the S iranites 
W hen thcN <.nnie near to the gate of Catidiiini the 
IierthK takl iht soldiers to hind the hinclsor thcbemeu 
l«hind their ha(.!».s which w is done The soldier uho 
tied lilt, h imK of Fostumiiis felt such sorrou and 
respect for his old general that he fastened the cords 
\er\ genll> and l(»osel> 

t)r iw the cnrtl tighter, s ikI I’ostumiiis that the 
Iw mil be o])e\etl as js just inU nght 

T-hen the heralds Jed him and the others before 
Pontms and the bamniie nobles and said to them 
These p rsons without the lease of the Roman 
people hast promised to mate peace wiih vou The 
Roman people w ill Inteno peace with the Sammies 
ond the\ send \ on these men to do with them w hat roii 
will 

Pontins aid all the bamnnes veere estrenieh angr> 

It this for thej thought that die Rumen jieuple ought 
to haie kept the promises that their consul h id made 
And after a nhde Portms sa«J 

Neither I nor the Samnites wiU accept these men 
whom sou pretend to give up to us I d j not blame 
sou I’ostomiUs who like a brave and honburnble man 
have cx>me to give up voiir fife as vou cannot ^eep 
}ourptumise 13 it if the Roman people do not like 
the agreement iheir consul made for them let them 
bnng their armv b^ck again into the plate where we 
surrciundeil them Let them tike their arms again and 
shut themsehesup in their camp and let nil l>e as it was 
b-firc the v nsitls mile ihc treat\ Is this vonr 
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truth ^ Is this how \ou hetp \«uir M«inP \oii havt 
\our vtkhtrs v-ift. is I jirrmustd hut where is the 
pe \ce that % ou promi'^eil U> me * I w ill nt>t uctpt these 
iTjen whom \ ou picieiul to iltli\er up to me bm 1 tiH 
upon the ffotK to punish \ «ui for brcaVinp \ our solemn 
Miws (Jo lictor unbiml these Romms md let them 
Ro w herei er the\ pit tst 

This w IS soon (hint iiid I’osiumms md the other 
prisoners went Inch unhinned to the Romm tamp 
I he S immtcs now bcRinfo undcrstuul how wist. 
Ind been the 'idvtcc of oUl Hertnmus when he told 
them euhtr to mihe friends of the Kom ms h\ scttmjr 
them (rte m to hdJ them oil Tot the wtr thftt 
hegon ngam w is liertt-r nnd more cruel tlnn e^ tr 
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bitlle M\ <.«CTO> %\U« wMunJLrcU >w \s htfrt 

w ere fj)l of bdirt iinl comaje ^ 

Fortiin ilelj it biinvcnetl tint tht SminiiL cciuiil 
hewl that the Mthcr cemMi! w-ts m unst hvm 

with anntliei Trtn\ Tins was not tine Jiiit tlie Sim 
iiite If m<I thuibiti^ jt liest to ht contenlcil 

With Ihe \iUi>rj he Inti nlrcnth won he lul his inw\ 
iwaj, niulso Ptbuis «ul Ins tjcmps utrL sued 
■llji, people of K »ine utie nr\ m^'rv ihtn Ihui 
heard that I alints U ul dtic Utd iiu! ihts thoucht 
the <Iis2iiKe M IS wo'sc cMti linn ilw, I< ss „f im.iT 
Ihcv Ind hoped lint tin w ir wis npirh it nn<nl 
mdniw live wise, t the ». wistiJ s i ishn ss indi.-neltHs 
ness tilings were is Ind is cicr I ht Stn ilc t mi 
minded th « the const) sh >idd cotnt. ( > /{oriic fo 
answer f n wlul li« Ini d nn, Hut wbtn Ue I'lm 
hefi re them the ri^c of th«. (Hnpli. w is so ^rt u tint 
lhe\ woiihl h irilK Iti Imn speik to diftiul Inmscif 
Thei fell tint he oti^ht to hivi been wiser since In 
w is the SI n of St hr lie ni«I successful n t,cni nl iiul 
tint lie h kI distfriv-t cl the. mine *>r Konu siid tin. n nil 
of I ibnis In Ills I ishiitss 

Ihc tiller I ihtiis ft ucd th tt Ins sc n unuld Ik. d s 
jrnced and turiictl mil of Ins pint, is* iisul mcj h« 
tame forward 1 cforc Ihe Scmic n» deft ud him 

1 t“»miot tstnsc bis fniiU siid iht ol > mm bi t 
I prai > cut ih it t cm will n I »«> ^h »mi me anIi > li nt 
done some scrviit lo H«ine*inJ Att nnn ib it \c.ii 
sNiltmt tUsUiat tin off ibius whi<-li dim si 

Iroiii the bjildin^' of Koine liH now h is tn eii s . imrn 
l,ifl\e men to scrit »l»cir miinm 
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Anil \ct 1 wrnilil ii 't li \» M»ti junlmi ni\ son lit 
i-nisj. Ilf tin lire It lUviK nf his iiutstors htit 1 feel 
surt that In. w ill \ ct «lo wmk for Unmi , In >. msi 
In. lus Ic-irncil to Uwi. Uts immtrv litilcr thiu cv<.n his 
f iimh \cju hue seel the worst tint i tn Inpptn 
fr«)in hts nslmess bnl the {»ooil is \tt to tome ulm.li 
'oiiinw e '.peel from i iinii of so lir it c iiempir, iiul 
uln his been brcil up b\ nitself n nnsier ns ton 
buou Mile to teielv him uhU n w urior shoutit he 
Mint men have Icirmil h\ misfortunes to l>e inott 
t ireful mils nn\ he If mui uilllet Iniii tr\ u’ ‘in 
ulnt Ins been liono wrtmjr sh illbc amciulcd I vmII 
Miswer for rn> sun to tbe people I will ffo with bnn 
to battle ts hts hetUemm 'iml sh ire hts fortune u h it 
e\tr It ims bo I tm old hut I ln\e lonnKt eiumgh 
ind strength enough still to lion- the toils of w ir If 
1 uertgood fif nothing else vet I eould theer oin 
own men iml teinfs the eneiv*> h\ lemimbng them of 
inv olil Inttles md l>csides I vtii uhise ind direit 
the>oting L<insul Did I not know on son s ttmitt 
ind feel sure th it he uilJ be re^d^ to follow {,ooil 
ubiie 1 should be sorr\ lo risk the f line I 1n\e won 
111 s mam \t ns i f i« it and dniiaei jiist m v\ when 
nu life IS ne ir its eiui 

i iie pe iple ftU th ii wh it P dmts Mnsiimis s ml w is 
pine t lie md thei ngitedl wlnl he isl td D\ei\ 
tlnni, w ts sot n u tieuK libt^tn itie w n nu tnd 
the e iisiil mil Ins fifftei led the »rm\ iw i\ from 
k me I lie e. nsuJ uns willing t< d ill ill it his 
Ulbtr iliiscd and the srldicis were ei„ei n show 
that dies euiild do bctiei than in then Uat tight rUe> 
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battle jn encnn \\Iu> tiMmitcnd its uheii 

\\ ere full of Impe .mil t'Hii ^ 

rortiinateh it hnppcticil llitl the S-jinniu ^ciiti *1 
heard that the fithcr cnn>ul was luii him 

nith another 'trni\ 1 lits \ as not ttiie Ijiit llie Sim 
nite beluxcrl it iiul ibinkitj}: tt best to bt coiittnltd 
w ith iVie Meloo bt bid aireidj woir, ht ltd his arm) 
iua\, and so rabuis ind his iioojis utre s i\ed 
1 he people of komc utre vtr) iii^rj then tliei 
heard that Pahitis h id Iwen «lcicnlcf!, md lliev l!i n sht 
the tljsjjrux w is s\«>'st <\en thnu tht 1 »ss <>/ men 
'lhe\ had hoiKd tint tlis w ir was neark it an cril 
and n hut iiise "t the s rashness ind careless 

ness thujas were is l>n<l is c\tr /he Semfecnni 
manded that ihc consid should c<»nK- to Ktnnt to 
diisuer for v\h»t he Jm? <1 >ne lint when he cine 
beh»rc them the '’uv of the people w is s » ffrtit lint 
the> would liardh let him speiX tu defend Itimsclf 
riiei felt lint he > mrht lo hiec licen m tscr sinee he 
vias the son of St hraiL iml successful a fjeneral tnti 
that he Ind dis^rand the n imc o Koine inij tht innic 
of Tabtus b\ hisrishness 

The elder P dmis fc ired th it his si n « iifd be <Iis 
^neeil mil turned mil jfliis pi ice is consul rnd fit 
tame forward fiefore ihe Senate lo defend Jiim 

I cannot excuse his fiiilt sud the old in in fiiit 
I }>ra\ joiithil voii mil n vt so shame me w]k> hicc 
done some serxiu l‘> Kome^itid >ct more th d von 
uilliiol disgrace the familv of I ahms which dniost 
from the fnidding ot Komc till now. his given so man v 
brave men In serve iheir county 
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As jears went on the power of the Romnns crew 
greater The> conquered manj of the towns round 
Rome and made the people their subjects ^nd illics 
So jear after their armies went further awaj 
from Rome and sometimes had to co quite to the 
southern part of Ual> 

On the seacoasts of southern ItaJj were manj towns 
which had been built b> GreeVs who had sailed 
over the sea from Greece and made new homes for 
themseWes m Italj 

There w as a quarrel between the people of one of 
these towns which was called Tarentum and the 
Romans The Tarentines attacked some Roman 
ships and the Roman senate hearing of this 
sent Lucius Postumius as ambassador to com 
plain of the wrong that had been done \\ hen 
he armed at Tarentum he was received with 
the greatest rudeness bv the people He tried 
to make a speech to them but they laughed at his 
wa> of speaking Greek and at hts dress which was 
a long white cloak or toga edged with scarlet m the 
Roman fashion They mocked at Postumius and 
would not listen to him and at last a rude fellow 
threw durt at him Postumius held up bis white cloak 
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trusted too in the brave old Fabtus, remembenog how 
often their fathers led by him had beaten the Sammies , 
and thev wished with all their hearts for battle 
The armies met, the fight began, and at first the 
Romans got the worst of ii The Sarriotte general 
with a number of hts braxest troops, surrounded the 
consul, but when Fabiiis Maximus saw his son’s 
danger, he rode at full speed into the midst of the 
Samnites to rescue him The Romsn horse soldiers 
sax\ him and feeling how shameful it would be if such 
an old man should dare to do more than thej who 
were both young and strong, they followed him, and 
charged the enemy so dercel> that the consul was 
saved and the battle woa The Samnite general, wha 
was s brave man and a good soldier, did his best to 
keep bis men firm and to stop those vxho fled But i 
crying to do so be lost the chance o*f escaping bimseli 
and was taken prisoner by the Romans, with a grea 
many of his soldiers and many more were slaiD 
The Samuite camp was also taken, and a great dea 
of rich plunder and the two Fabii went home f’ 
triumph 



Ho;\ insRHi’*; lorr.HT \r,Ais«;T romi lO'l 

I'rrlniswas plytswl with Iht plni, mil .lyitcd Ji« 
t.iu>s(nei Hi Itah tu help the Tareiitmev Ik math 
lire It prep iralioiis for war, and cot lo,;etliei .i larce 
mimhcrof ships some of whitli were xtsseK of war 
amUumc were transports ships, tint is. lortinjiii- 
I'iN M.Wicrs and iheir horses auoss the sea 

N'ews was hronchi m Kome tint the Kmi: ••t kpiriis 
''as cumj. U) invade halj with a crcal armv 'I he 
Homans knew that th-% mitsi do their best ainnist 
■''Khan enemi. Thex roI toRcthci several larRc 
armies, and even the poorest people wiic obliged 
to Rg for soldiers whiOi thej had never had to do 
before Troops and monev wereeoUeeied from thtir 
aUies, and cvcrvthmc was mn«le rendv for a pro it 
war 

Mevntnwe P>rrluisaml his atmv atrvved in 
after n vers stornv) vovac* «' which some of his 
ships were wrecked He went to rareniam, and he 
had not been iheie tone lictore the Taientmes bejj.j 

to be vers sorr^ that the^ had ever invited hiuj 
come For thtv found ihit ihev had got a 1*135 
instead of an all> Pvrrhns goverm-d the tin 
had belonged to him He shut up their theair?,. \ 
platej. of amusement he made d1 the voucjJ]^ 
soldiers, and punished them \er\ severely jf 
not attend properlv to tin. ir drill of 

to leave the town hut Pvirhus shut the ^ 

'uarded them with liis l»itek soldieis, •--*1 

he Taieiitines at home wheihei ihcv ‘ept 

When the Homan vrinies weie reavh, , ''^01 
V ileims karvwwis Ud them ig uust l*i ^ ^'vl 
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stniiied w it}t ()irt Jo slum the people w ho (H)I\ Isughetl 
the more 

Miigh uti larentmt^ uljile joii nil tried the 
Rom HI so in cnfii^h je shall Tteep msteid for I 
tel! >oii tint tills ^oun shill be wnshed iihi " " ^our 
blood 

HaMriR said this be left ^^rentlJnl md «ent back t » 
Koine y 

1 he senate md people uereserj angi-j that their 
unibassndor should Im\c l>cen so insulted and at onte 
dtchred w it ac iinst I nrentum 
The T.irenlints s«K>n found tb^it thev weie * 
siront. ennusrh to light 'utninst the Romiiis done and 
the> resnlied to help {••om Oteece 

Vow there lived it this tiim. inn tsiinitrj callei! 
Cjiiriis whici) was p irt of (ircece n gre it and m arlike 
king whose 11 ime was Pv rrhiis He ms n good gene 
r il md he wished to win for himself i great name in 
w ir He lind n splendid nraiv nnd the Greek soldiers 
were then tin light to be the best in the world Thev 
f light in lieivs orincmr srmeil with long speirs and 
standing close t< gelher shoulder to shoulder while 
Ihv Romans ts sou know used short swt rds and 
f Hithl in looser «■ rder tint is m t ipnte so close t< <>ih 
mi ther 1 he Greeks also used elephants m w ir md 
these mini iN Ind itchistimt never been seen in l{d> 
riie I irentmcs resoUeil that thej would send iiiil 
inMie lsin» Psrrhus u coinci ver uul help them 

I he"*® hurl irnn fsomans thev said willneverle 
able, to icMsi SI bnveand skilful a kint with hu 
dpIeiidiU treops and hn temblt elephants 
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eager to win the glory of killing King Pyrrhus and 
at last Megacles was slain When the Greeks saw 
the horseman m the well known armour of the king 
struck down they thought Pyrrhus was killed and 
'\ere so terrified that they began to retreat But 
Pyrrhus threw oS his helmet and rode bareheaded 
through the ranks that all men might see him calling 
to the soldiers at the same time m a loud voice bid 
ding them look at him and see that he w as aliv e and 
'Mth them 

In this way he so much cheered his soldiers that 
they attacked the Romans with redoubled fur> The 
Consul Lasvmus seeing that his men were disheart 
ened ordered his horse soldiers whom he had kept 
out of the battle till now to charge hoping that these 
frebh troops ivould drive the Epirotes before them 
But P>rihus had not yet brought his elephants into 
the fight and now when the Roman horse charged 
he commanded that the elephants should advance 
The Romans had never seen these monstrous 
creatures before and they and their horses were so 
much terrified that they turned and tied By running 
among the rest of the Roman army they put it into 
confusion and m spite of all that L.cMims could do 
they were forced to retreat across ihe river and lost 
their camp and many men 

\ great number of the Greeks toi \cre killed and 
when Pyrrhus found ho\» many of h s soldiers had 
died he said 

If I t un another victory such as this J shall have 
lo ED home without a man left me 
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king heard that they were coming, and he wrote this 
letter to the consul — 

I hear that you are coming against the Tarejitmes 
with an army Leave your army and come to me 
with only a few men Let me know what your 
quarrel with the Taren*ines is about and 1 will force 
one side to do to the other what is just 
To this letter the consul sent the following 
answer — 

We will not make you our judge nor do we fear 
jouasan enemj We thiokjou are impertinent to 
meddle with the doings of other men and to dare to 
tome to Italy without our leave And we have come 
with out armies to fight you as well as the Tarentines 
Then LLvinus led hiv army on and pitched his 
Lamp on the bvnk of the river Sins Scon after 
wards he crossed the river and the two armies met la 
the plain on the farther side from the Roman camp 
near a town called Heraclea 

King Pvrrhus was a brave soldier as well as n 
skilful general and he charged the Romans at the 
head of his troops The Romans could easily see 
which was the king b} bis splendid armour and by 
the braverj with which he led on his soldiers and 
cheered them to the fight They tried hard to reach 
P> rrhus and he was in great danger so that at last he 
gave his glittering arms and scarlet mantle to Mega 
cles» one of his officers He knesx that if be were killed 
the Romms would win the victory for the Greeks 
would not dare to fight without their brave king 

The battle was long and fierce the Romans were 
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me money m exchange Now, I am not t.o poor as to 
want money from the Romans I would rather be 
friends with them and give them money AlaVe peace 
with me and you shall have my prisoners back 
Without ransom and I will give you rich presents 
besides 

Then the king said he wished to talk alone with 
b abi icius and when they w ere by themseK es he spoke 
to him thus 

I wish to have all the Romans for my friends but 
you rabncius more than any of the others for I 
hiNe heard how noble and brave you are I hear 
however that you are very poor , This must not be 
and 1 w ill give y ou so much gold that you shall be 
richer than any other Roman For I think it is fitting 
for i prince to enrich great men who are poor and who 
1 ive honour more than money I only ask in return 
thni you should persuade the Roman senate to make 
peace with me And When this is done if you will 
go home with me to Epirus I will make you mv dear 
esl triencl ^^d the greHest man next to myself in 
(»reece 

Then Fibricnis answered the king 
If I said to be skilful in war or m other things 
I need sa\ no more ibout it or about my being poor 
IS y ou ha\ e heard these things from other men It is 
true Ill'll I hase onlv n sranll cottage and apiece of 
1 ind where I live hi working witli m> own hands 
Ytt if you think that because I am poor I am worse 
>fr than anv other Roman you are greatly mistaken 
I am a leader of m> iwople m war I am cliosen by 



112 STOKirs TROM rirr ifisTOR\ or romf 

He tlie next ilai u» lui*k .ti ilit lielcl ol 

battle, 111(1 when lie sau the konian-. tk Hi, with 

their faui-s tiiriietl to the eneniv (whitli showed tli it 
lhe\ hid died fishtm", and had not been hilkd in 
rimninK a\\a\l, he cried out, 

‘Oh, how eas> would it he for me to contjem the 
wuild, if I h 1(1 the K«.>ni ms for nij soldiers 1 ' 

He idmircd the courage of the komans so inncli, 
tint he to persuade those who were taken pn- 

sorters t<i join his auiij . aiul though none of flieni 
Would hght igainst koine, he treated them withgreid 
l^nulness ' 

After this \Ktor\ I'vnliiis iiitrLhed up to tlie nuuli, 
tnd o list got to a town »nl> twentv miles from 
Uoine Heic he lie trd th it k-et intis h.id got nnothei 
.irm\ iKSfciher iiid was following him from the smith 
of while tilt Ollier consul whu Ind been hglifin;, 

the Ivtiiist.ins had iioi\ ni ule pe.icc with them, nnd was 
imrthuis lo attack Iknhus from the north 

*10 the kma s I's nji the hope of getting to J’sunie 
ind went bitk igaiii to tho south ot italj /he 
Roman Jseincc now sent .nnlMSsadors to Pj rrfiiis, to 
persuade liim lo take ransom for the Romans i\ hn It id 
been taken pi isoners Amonj; these mibassiilrirs 
was L-.mis rabricius, a \er\ iioWu Roman whif w is 
well known as a braie soldi.r and a good man 

\rheii the amb issadors t ime to the king Pvirlios 
said to them,— 

‘ I like pot wlial >ou pioposc to me ^uu would 
haie me gne Miu up nu prisoners and if I do so. jcai 
will psi iIkmi) to I’ght ag iinsi me uratn . and v on oik i 
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“nriT poor as ,0 

Sdrs\ -‘her be 

X'sules ' ^ presents 

Then the hinc said he wished to talk alon,. »l,l 

;ab™w;;a„dwhe„the.„ereb..He,h,et::“--^ 

I wish to have all the Romans for my fnewU e,,, 

rave heart T' n i ‘or I 

rase heart how noble and brave yon are I hesV 

md I will give yon ,0 mnch gold that you shall be 
rcher than any other Roman. For 1 think it is fittinn 
or a prince to enrich great men who are poor and who 
owe honour more than money I only aslt'in 
‘hat you should persuade the Roman senate to m o' 
«aee with me And, iVhen this is done . ^0.^™ 
eo home with me to Epirtts I will make yon .L , 

-jri^dand the greatest man neat 1“™“:; 

Then Fabncuis answered the king 
• If I am said to be skilfnl m war or i„ other tl, 

I need saj no more about it. or about mv he 

as sou have heard these things from nil, P'HH'' 

true .hat I have o„K a amafl 

land where I live hv working with m ^ 

Vet If you think that, because I am n ' hands 
oft than any other Roman, yoi, are ' ‘"H "’'Tse 


1 am a leader of mj people m 


war Zn 

chosen bv 
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them lo rule them or to ts their imbTS'i'idor 
Whnt does It matter to me tint I am poor while I do 
my duty to my country in such ways ns these ? 

When I compnre myself with rich men I tliink 
mjselfhnppj My pieceof Iind gives me that I 
vvmi My hard work makes me sleep well indcare 
little what sort of food I eit if my clothes ire warm 
I do not Want them to be fine So poor ns I am I 
think myself richer than you Tor thoiifrh you were 
master of Dpinis you c nil not be sitisfied without 
taking Italy too 

{ have been cuosul and hive led the Romm 
armies against the I ucamans ind other peoples I 
took their rich towns ind won great spoils frona 
them ind after paymg the soldiers and all the 
cost of the war f put the rest of the money into 
the public treasury Since I would not make myself 
rich when I might have done so rightly and honour 
ably do you thmfc f will now take bribes and presents 
from a foreign enemy ? 

Pyrrhus went on to make Fabncius still larger 
offers but the Roman only answered 

If you thtnk me an honest man why do you try to 
bribe me ’ If you thmfc me dishonest why do you 
want to gain me ? 

So Fabncius vveat away But two days afterwards 
Pyrrhus sent for him again While they were talking 
Pyrrhus gave a signal a curtam was drawn back and 
Fabncius saw a great elephant which had been put 
behind it by the king s order The elephant lifted its 
trunk up over the Roman s head and roared^fierceljr 
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butFabncms only turned to Pyrrhus and said with a 
smile 

Voui gold could not buy me yesterdaj and jour 
elephant cannot frighten me to dat 

Pyrrhus was much pleased with the courage of 
Fabricvus and he allowed the Romans whom he had 
taken prisoners to go back to Rome to pay \ isits to 
their families For the king trusted to the word of 
Fabricius who promised that all these prisoners 
■ftould come back to him when they had seen their 
friends in Rome And so honest and truthful were 
the Romans in those times that every man o! them 
came hack on the da> that bad been hxed 

StiU the Senate would make no peace with Pyrrhus 
while he stayed m Italy and the nest year another 
great battle was fought at a place called Asculumjr m 
which the Romaas were again beaten But they 
fought so fiercely that Pyrrhus said when the battle 
was over — 

If 1 have to conquer the Romans again in such a 
battle as this I shall be quite undone 

There was no more fighting that year but next 
year Fabricius was chosen consul and he and his 
fellow consul Qumtus Aimihus took the command of 
the Roman army Pyrrhus hearing this led out his 
army against them and encamped not far from the 
place where the consuls had pitched their camp 
One day a Greek slave belonging to Pyrrhus ^ 
to Fabricius and asked to see him alone 
I come to make you an offer he said 
Roman senate will pay me well I 

Kive poiaon to 
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Kins Pynhus in his xvuc uip and so he shall die md 
trouble Rome no more 

Fabncius nas shocked xt the wickedness of the 
511 % e, and he wrote a letter to P> rrhus telling him of 
the plot 

You seem >rote Fabnuus to judge verj ill 
both of 3 our friends and enemies for j ou make \\ ar 
on flood and true men xnd mist tnitors and tillains 
We send j on word of this plot lest j our death shouhi 
bnns disgrace on us— lest it should bethought that 
we wanted to end the war by letting yon be Icilfwl if 
we LOiild not end it by our aalour 

W ben Pyrrhus read this letter, he cried out— 

Noble Fnbriciusl It would be easier to turn the 
sun out of his course than to make Fabnetns Ou a 
wfong thing 

After these things Pyrrhus left It^lj and made war 
m Sicily, where he stayed for three years He then 
came back to Italy meaning to iri once more to 
conquer Rome 

Manlius Curiu* Dentatns, was chosen consul when 
the news reached Rome that Pyrrhus was marching 
•again to attack them He at once began to collect an 
army but the people were afraid to go as soldiers 
when they heard that the terrible king of Epirus nas 
coming against them once more Curius saw their 
fear and w hen the first man refused to answer to his 
name, the consul ordered that he should be sold for a 
slave, said he Rome does not want a son who 

IS not obedient 

His commands were obeyed and the people were 
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ZfAr ~o ~:eTe„T" 

»£ Be„ase„.rm aL”? ' T '*■= '“™ 

th= foot „t th'a hHU in?he'nri« ’’Ivh'” 
came, the Romans vvf.r« "hen morninp 

ne.r Cunus at o^ce n 

camp and charged the foreJ^ out of their 

them tu fliEht, am, ,<1, "“t «teel.s pul 

■^ehph.ed,v.th.h.s 

■nlo the plam, and attaeiL R“n,ansdottn 

king's army "" ""t ™llm botlj ,ba 

The army of Iifrrhus „aa ^^ry d,B 
lAhal It had been tthcit l,c ^ ‘Jf nn" from 
of his brave Ep.rot soldiers who had (o 1,°'' 
m man) battles both in Greece a^d ^ 

killed, and instead of them he liad mil s *" 

new men his ranks wnh 

The Romans fought bravely, 

Greeks began to give waj Pyirhi.l '' "‘"‘t ‘he 
brought up Ins elephants, but the R„„ “nd 

feared them The) had found oot thm®,?" ‘““Sir 
are afraid of fire, and they had got „ 'a®?' ‘"'■■nals 
sticks dipped in pitch, which they hundles of 

on to the backs of the elephants or into Vs"? ““t’ “iren 
m which the people sat who rode on is ”'' towers 
The elephants, being frightened h” ""'^titiires 

sticks, and hurl by the wonnds the Rn ^ kurnine 

with their swords and spears, tumea'””’' them 
among the Greeks, trampling down and sm”'^ tan 
“'“"ingagrea, 
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many of them, and puttinc the rest Into great 
confusion 

So ended the battle. Great numbers of the GreeVs 
were killed, maiij were taken prisoners, and the 
rest, Mith Pyrrhus himself, fled to Tarentum. The 
king nt once left Italy and sailed away to Greece 
where he was killed not long afterwards. 

The Senate ordered that Cunus should enter ihi 
city in triumph, and never had there been so gloriou: 
a sight m Rome as was seen that day. The house: 
were gaily decked with wreaths of flowers and greer 
boughs; every window was filled with eager faces 
and the streets were thronged with joyful crowds, ai: 
watching to see the great procession pass b>. tVe 
may fancy how glad were the hearts of the Roman 
people when they thought that the terrible Greeks 
were conquered, and bow grateful they felt to the 
brave soldiers who had borne hardship and danger, 
and risked death for the sake of Rome 

First m the procession walked the senators who had 
gone to the gates of the city to meet the victors. 
Then, guarded by Roman soldiers, came the spoils 
taken from Ibe enemy, piled on high waggons oi 
earned by men Beautiful pictures and statues, 
splendid robe'« and stuffs of bright colours, armour 
adorned with gold and jewels, all sorts of beautiful 
things which were used and made by the skilful 
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ranch m the war What surprise must the people 
have felt at the great creatures, their \ast size, their 
strange snake like trunks, the castles on their backs, 
in which several soldiers could sU, and the gentleness 
nhich made it possible to lead them tlnongh the 
crowded streets 

Then came the long Uoe of ptisoners, some of them 
soldiers from the towns of southern'Italy, such as had 
often, no doubt, been seen m Rome before But 
besides these there asere the Greeks of Pyrrhus, his 
foot soldiers, the finest m the world, and his gallant 
horse soldiers, rvhose looks aud dress and arms were 


all strangeioihe eyes of the people of Rome When 
these had passed, the general's hctors marched bj 
one after another, their fasces, or bundles of rods and 
axes, WTeathed with laurel* boughs Then came the 
truiraphal car, dr<awn by four beautiful horses, m 
which was Curius himself He wore a splendid 
mantle or toga embroidered with gold, and was 
crowned with a laurel wreath, and in his right hand he 
earned a laurel bough Behind him rode his chief 
officers, and the rest of the army followed with laurel 
garlands twisted round their spears, singing and 
shouting the praises of their leader 


The procession moaed slowly through thp , 

streets and up to the Capitol, where Curius la 
laurel wresih at the feet of the statue of Jn 
thanked the god tor the Mctory that he had ’ 
Rome Civen to 


KJfi, 
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